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YOUNG CATHOLIC VOICE

By Amanda Conklin
Contributing Writer

It is often difficult to focus during Mass with a
10 month old daughter. While I’ve grown accus-
tomed to the struggle of wrangling her little
squirmy body and simultaneously concentrating
on the Mass in prayer, it is still a very welcome
(and rare) blessing when I can have a moment of
silent reflection.

A small miracle occurred a few Sundays ago
when my daughter, Emma Therese sat quietly in
her car seat during the Consecration. 

For the first time in a long time, I was able to
bow my head, take a deep breath, and enter into
a short prayer. I could have prayed for a variety
of things in that moment, but as I knelt there
with my seven-month pregnant belly, what came
to me was entirely different than my usual
prayers.  

A beautiful, unexpected image began to form
in my busy mind. The timeline of Christ’s public
ministry and life in reverse started to play out.
The final loving act of Christ, giving up his body
for us, his children, came to view as the priest re-
peated those words: “This is my body, which will
be given up for you.” 

I looked down at my tired, growing baby belly
and remembered my labor with Emma and these
words echoed in my soul. 

As mothers, we do give up our pre-baby bodies
for our children. We ache and grow weary as our
pregnancy progresses, similar to Christ’s journey
to his cross. 

I have personally had to discipline myself with
both pregnancies as I developed gestational dia-
betes and had to give up most food that I love.

Sometimes to a pregnant woman, giving up
chocolate does feel akin to Christ’s journey to the
cross! 

We give of our bodies and in a way die to our-
selves (some feel as though they are actually

dying) as we labor to give birth. This is the first
thing we do for our children. 

Next, Christ’s ministry of teaching and loving
came to mind. 

After we give our bodies up for our children, it
is our mission as parents to teach our children,
and to ultimately get them to heaven. They are
only ours for a short time and we have been en-
trusted with them to care for their little souls. 

They primarily do not belong to us, but to
Christ. Just as Christ knew he would not be on
earth with his loved ones forever, so we know
one day we will not be with our children. 

That is why it is so important to guide them in
the faith while we are here. 

Not every moment as a mother is a beautiful
greeting card scene. There were moments when
even Christ had to be shaking his head as the
apostles asked some stupid questions. 

I try to remember that Christ encountered
those times when my daughter is pinching my
knee by closing the laptop on me or sticking her
foot in her own poop while I’m changing her. 

I’m sure there will be a time when my daughter
is a teenager and I am suddenly the number one
enemy. 

I will try to remember then that Christ’s own
friends and followers, people he taught with in
the synagogue, were the ones that condemned
him to death. 

From now on, I am going to try to reflect on
those words at the consecration: “this is my
body, which will be given up for you,” even if it
has to be done while Emma is crawling on me
like a jungle gym. 

What a beautiful gift we have been given in the
Eucharist. 

What a beautiful gift is motherhood. 

The Conklin family, Seth, Amanda and Emma Therese
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“Natural Family Planning: It’s worth
it!  Join the revolution!” is the
theme of this year’s Natural Family
Planning Awareness Week, a na-
tional educational campaign of the
United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops (USCCB) to cele-
brate God’s vision for marriage and
promote the methods of Natural
Family Planning. The dates of Natural
Family Planning Awareness Week are
July 20-26. The Diocesan NFP Office
joins with the U.S. bishops in highlight-
ing the benefits of natural family plan-
ning.  Also, Bishop LaValley
encourages couples to join the NFP
“revolution” in his Follow Me col-
umn this week.

PHOTO BY PAT HENDRICK
Bishop Terry R. LaValley accepted the offertory gifts from Pamela Leduc and  James Coughlin, the first trustees of Saint André
Bessette Parish in Malone, during the parish’s Foundation Day Mass July 1.  Deacon Brian Bashaw is shown at left. The Mass was
the highlight of a day long celebration as four Malone parishes were united to form the new St. Andre Bessette parish.  The day
opened with a morning “pilgrim walk “ from St. Helen's in Chasm Falls to Notre Dame Church for the liturgy. The Mass was fol-
lowed by a Eucharistic procession to St. John Bosco and then to St. Joseph's where there was an evening benediction and a re-
ception.  Full coverage of the Foundation Day celebration will appear in the July 30 issue of the NCC.

Parishes on the eastern side 

of the diocese will welcome 

missionaries to their pulpits

The 2013-2014 Bishop’s
Fund Appeal has raised the
most funds ever in its 55 year
history. 

As of June 30, 2014, the
Bishop’s Fund Appeal col-
lected $1,296,023.37 from
10,513 households across
the Diocese of Ogdensburg
and beyond. 

This total surpasses estab-
lished goal of $1,275,000
needed to fund diocesan
ministries.    

This year, all donations
that exceeded the goal will be
used to supplement the
Bishop’s Good Samaritan
Fund.

FULL STORY, PAGE 5

FULL STORY, PAGE 15

VATICAN CITY (CNS) - Pope Francis
told a group of young people
discerning a religious voca-
tion to never go it alone, but
always stay by their mother,
Mary. 

"A Christian without Our
Lady is an orphan. Also a
Christian without the church
is an orphan. A Christian
needs these two women, two

mothers, two virgins: the
church and Our Lady," he
said June 28.

The pope spoke off-the-
cuff to a group of young men
from the Diocese of Rome
during a brief moment of
prayer at the grotto of Our
Lady of Lourdes in the Vati-
can Gardens. 

The pope told the young

people that God had a voca-
tion in mind for everyone,
but that it was up to each
person to "look for it, find it
and then go on, keep going."

The best thing to do is al-
ways pray to Mary and keep
her close when one needs to
make a major life decision
like the choice of one's voca-
tion, he said.

A "test" to see if one is fol-
lowing the right Christian vo-
cation is to "ask yourself:
'How is my relationship with
these two mothers I have?
With the mother church and
the mother Mary?" Pope
Francis said. 

"This will do you good; do
not ever leave her and don't
go it alone," he said. 



J U L Y  1 6 ,  2 0 1 4
N O R T H  C O U N T R Y  C A T H O L I C news 15

OBITUARIES
Alexandria Bay – Thomas E. White, 73;
Memorial Services July 26, 2014 at St.
Cyril’s Church.

Altona - James "Jim" E. Fountain, 49; Fu-
neral Services July 10, 2014 at Holy
Angel's Church.

Belleville - Gilbert F. "Fred" Leviker, 72;
Funeral Services July 8, 2014 at the Car-
penter-Stoodley Funeral Home; burial in
Evergreen Cemetery, Henderson.

Carthage - RuthAnn (Hughes) Burton, 91;
Funeral Services July 8, 2014 at St. James
Church; burial in St. Francis Cemetery,
Harrisville.

Carthage – Mary A. (Pepe) Condino, 85;
Funeral Services July 11, 2014 at the
Bezanilla-McGraw Funeral Home; burial
in Old St. James Cemetery.

Champlain -Gerald G. Guay, 58; Funeral
Services July 8, 2014 at St. Mary's Church;
burial in St. Mary's Cemetery.

Champlain - Alfred H. Strack, 87; Funeral
Services July 5, 2014 at St. Mary's Church;
burial in parish cemetery.

Champlain - Ronald Tetreault, 80; Funeral
Services July 12, 2014 at St. Mary's
Church; burial in St. Mary's Cemetery.

Chateaugay - Anna Fern (Dougherty)
Healey, 89; Funeral Services July 7, 2014
at St. Patrick's Church; burial in North
Burke Cemetery, Burke.

Clayton - William "Bill" Turcotte, 69; Fu-
neral Services July 7, 2014 at St. Mary's
Church; burial St. Mary's Cemetery.

Colton - Blanch (Buffalo) Watson, 84; Fu-
neral Services July 9, 2014 at St. Patrick's
Church; burial in Chapel Hill Cemetery.

Cumberland Head - Russell J. Spink, 64;
Funeral Services July 3, 2014 at St. Mary's
of the Lake Church.

Elizabethtown - Malachy Thomas Hack-
ett, 61; Funeral Services July 19, 2014 at
St. Elizabeth's Church; burial in parish
cemetery.

Gouverneur - Oliver Johnson, 89; Funeral
Services July 8, 2014 at French Funeral
Home; burial in St. James Cemetery.

Hogansburg - Evelyn E. Bush, 72; Funeral
Services June 30, 2014 at St. Regis
Church; burial in St. Lawrence Cemetery,

Akwesasne.

Houseville - Patricia "Kay" (Rowell)
Zeosky, 79; Funeral Services July 4, 2014
at St. Hedwig's Church; burial in Turin
Cemetery.

Lake Placid - Edward H. Fitzgerald, 73; Fu-
neral Services July 7, 2014 at St. Agnes
Church; burial in St. Agnes Cemetery.

Lowville - Richard J. Vanyo; Funeral Serv-
ices July 3, 2014 at St. Peter's Church.

Lyon Mountain – Kenneth J. “Moose”
Gregory, 76; Funeral Services July 12,
2014 at St. Bernard’s Church; burial in
parish cemetery.

Malone - Lloyd "Paul" Brown, 82; Funeral
Services July 7, 2014 at Notre Dame
Church; burial in Notre Dame Cemetery.

Malone – Vivian E. (Pole) Gregware, 96;
Funeral Services July 14, 2014 at Notre
Dame Church; burial in St. Helen’s Ceme-
tery, Chasm Falls.

Massena – Priscilla J. (Degre) Barton, 68;
Memorial Services July 13, 2014 at the
Philips Memorial Home.

Massena - Corylene (Scott) Prescott, 87;
Funeral Services July 7, 2014 at Philips
Memorial Home; burial in St. Mary's
Cemetery, Waddington.

Massena - Jeremiah "Jerry" J. Scully, 50;
Funeral Services July 11, 2014 at Church
of the Sacred Heart; burial in Calvary
Cemetery.

Ogdensburg - Morgan J. Gagnon, 17; Fu-
neral Services July 2, 2014 at St. Mary's
Cathedral; burial in Foxwood Memorial
Park.

Plattsburgh - William Dubuque, 73; Fu-
neral Services July 2, 2014 at Our Lady of
Victory Church; burial in St. Peter's Ceme-
tery.

Plattsburgh - Daniel "Danny" Duquette,
53; Funeral Services July 2, 2014 at St.
Peter's Church.

Plattsburgh - Maybelle M. (Desautels)
Favero, 80; Funeral Services July 1, 2014
at St. Peter's Church; burial in parish
cemetery.

Plattsburgh - Thomas O. Graves, 65; Fu-
neral Services July 3, 2014 at St. John's
Church; burial in St. Peter's Cemetery.

Plattsburgh - Ruby (Dragoon) Matott, 93;
Funeral Services July 5, 2014 at St. Peter's
Church; burial in Whispering Maples Me-
morial Gardens.

Plattsburgh - Carolyn M. (Cashman)
Prickett, 47; Memorial Services July 12,
2014 at St. Peter's Church.

Plattsburgh - Dorothy M. (LaValley)
Rachkaitis, 101; Funeral Services July 7,
2014 at Our Lady of Victory Church; burial
in St. Peter's Cemetery.

Plattsburgh - Anne-Marie (Chartier)
Verville, 104; Funeral Services July 10,
2014 at St. Peter's Church; burial in St.
Peter's Cemetery.

Potsdam - Sharon Elizabeth (Caruso)
Mason, 75; Funeral Services July 9, 2014
at St. Mary's Church; burial in St. Mary's
Cemetery.

Redford – Nora M. (Farrell) Waldron, 85;
Funeral Services July 10, 2014 at Church
of the Assumption; burial in the parish
cemetery.

Sackets Harbor - John H. Cullerton, 89;
Funeral July 10, 2014 at St. Andrew's
church; burial in Lakeside Cemetery.

St. Regis Falls - Brenda L. (Wait) White,
63. Funeral Services July 11, 2014 at St.
Ann's Church.

Theresa - Avis M. Hoover, 94; Funeral
Services July 5, 2014 at St. Theresa Avilla
Church; burial in Oakwood Cemetery.

Ticonderoga - Virginia Margaret (Jones)
Donahue, 84; Funeral Services at St.
Mary's Church; burial in St. James R. C.
Church Cemetery of Setauket.

Ticonderoga - Funeral Services July 7,
2014 at the Wilcox & Regan Funeral
Home; burial in St. Mary's Parish ceme-
tery.

Watertown - Jane E. Deline, 91; Funeral
Services July 3, 2014 at D.L. Calarco Fu-
neral Home, Inc.; burial in Brookside
Cemetery.

Watertown - Antoinette S. (Padzieski)
Komar, 57; Memorial Services July 10,
2014 at the Hart & Bruce Funeral Home.

West Leyden - Theodore L. Weiler, 82; Fu-
neral Services July 3, 2014 at St. Mary's
Church; burial in St. Peter's and St. Paul's
Cemetery, Fish Creek.

The Pontifical Mission Societies of the
Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc.
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Sr. Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director

622 Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669
(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296
mbrett@rcdony.org

The Missionary Cooperation Plan comes to 
the east side of the Diocese of Ogdensburg

By Molly M. Ryan
Diocesan Mission Office

The Missionary Cooperation Plan (MCP) introduces each
parish to a real-life missionary who represents a mission
cause from very often, faraway places.  In doing so, it
serves as a preview for the celebration of World Mission
Sunday in October.  
It also makes the needs of the Missions more real and

more personal, as the faithful of the parish have an oppor-
tunity to relate to this visiting missionary in a way that
might otherwise be conveyed through a bulletin or pulpit
announcement.  Where there has been a success in a satis-
fying parish experience of participating in the Mission
Coop, the enthusiasm and response to Mission Appeals also
improves.  
The MCP is an opportunity for the faithful in a given

parish to meet face to face a missionary or mission repre-
sentative and to be educated about our mission vocation.
Hopefully parishioners will be animated about the needs of
the mission Church as they respond with prayers and mate-
rial help.  It is an invitation from the Holy Spirit to partici-
pate in the ongoing Pentecost.  This summer, 17 different
Missionary Societies will travel to the East side of the Dio-
cese of Ogdensburg and address parishes during the sched-
uled masses on the weekend.  These real-life missionaries
come from around the world and represent interests on
every continent and in more countries than possible to ac-
curately represent here in writing.  
Many of these Missionaries have been to the Diocese of

Ogdensburg before and can’t wait to come back again to see
our generous people, beautiful surroundings and experi-
ence the North Country.  One can imagine how awesome it
must be to leave a war-torn, famine filled, drought riddled
area in the summer and have the ability to see the beauty of
our Adirondacks, Lake Champlain or the St. Lawrence Val-
ley.  If you are at a parish this summer where a missionary
visitor is engaging the parish, you will be presented with a
wonderful opportunity.  As Faithful, we are encouraged to
meet and greet the Missionary visitor and to extend a per-
sonal word of welcome, as part of the mission experience to
them. The success of the program, both in terms of anima-
tion and cooperation, relies on a lot of people pitching in.
We in the Mission Office remain ever grateful for the sacri-
fices and prayers of the Diocese.  The Missionary Coopera-
tion Plan (MCP) continues to grow.  It is a program well
worth cultivating.   Please try to give generously to the Mis-
sionary Coop collection.  Look for an envelope in your
parish donor envelopes the weekend of July 26-27.  

Missionary
Cooperation
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Summertime, and the living
is... wonderful if you’re lucky
enough to call northern
New York home!
Spending July along

the St. Lawrence River,
next to one of our
lakes, in the Adiron-
dack Mountains or
along the foothills
makes it easy to forget
the long, cold, arduous
winter we all endured.
Along with the

beauty of our natural
surroundings, sum-
mers in our part of the
country always offer
other incentives to express
great thanks to God.

Many of our churches are
bulging with visitors.

Hundreds of our
teenagers are flocking
to Guggenheim.
And scores of our lit-

tle ones are captivated
at Vacation Bible
Schools from the east
side of the diocese to
the west.
During this particular

summer, we also a few
extra reasons to be es-
pecially grateful.
First of all, we are

thrilled to report that
the Bishop’s Fund not

only reached its goal but raised
more money than in any other

year since the appeal’s estab-
lishment in 1959. Hooray!
This wouldn’t have been pos-

sible without the hard work of
the bishop, the development
office and the pastors as well
as the extraordinary generosity
of Catholics throughout the
North Country.
It’s gratifying to know that

the important work of the dio-
cese will be funded AND we
can increase our Good Samari-
tan efforts for those in need.
This month has also offered

us a chance to welcome a new
parish in our midst. 
The four parishes which had

comprised the Malone Catholic
Parishes are now one – St.

Andre’ Bessette Parish, named
in honor of a saint near and
dear to many North Country
hearts.
From all reports, the St.

Andre’ Bessette Foundation
Day July 1 was an amazing
day. Any celebration that starts
as 24 people make a 9+ mile
"pilgrim walk" (from St. Helen's
in Chasm Falls into Malone)
and ends with a Eucharistic
procession through the village,
is certainly a day marked by in-
credible enthusiasm.
We’ll be enthusiastically shar-

ing the whole story in the next
issue of the NCC.
In the meantime, I’ll be on

the river!

Today, I would like to talk
about heroes – actually, super-
heroes. 
Recently, as I watched sev-

eral of the World Cup soccer
games, I noticed that the televi-
sion commentator would call
the man who scored the win-
ning goal as the hero for his
team.  I wanted to remind that
commentator that that fellow
made two or three mistakes
during the game.  However, I
realized that at the crucial mo-
ment, he scored the winning
goal and truly was the hero.
A few weeks ago, our Sunday

Catholic liturgy was the cele-
bration of the Feast Day of two
of the heroes of our Catholic
Church – St. Peter and St. Paul
who were truly, superheroes.
Jesus called St. Peter the rock
on which the Church would be
built; he was the leader and we
always think of him as our first
pope.  However, if he were with
us, St. Peter would be the first
to admit that he had his fail-
ings, failings that we can read
about in the Gospels.  At the
most crucial moment in Jesus’
life – as he was arrested and
crucified – Peter denied that he
even knew Jesus.  He didn’t
want any part of the Lord.  Yet,
Jesus would welcome him back
and give him the love and

grace that made him truly that
rock – that leader.
Then we have St. Paul –

again, a hero, the Church’s
greatest missionary who
brought the message of Jesus
to his world.  But, again, if Paul
was with us, he would be the
first to remind us that before
his conversion, he was a vi-
cious persecutor and punisher
of the early Christians.  Yet,
Jesus expressed his love and
confidence in Paul, leading him
through a magnificent conver-
sion experience through the
grace of God.  Paul became
convinced and found faith in
Jesus as his Lord and Savior.
He truly was that great mis-
sionary  who brought Jesus
and his message to so many.
Today, the story is about us.

Each and every one of us is
called to be a hero for Jesus.
The message for all of us as we
remember Peter and Paul is
that, with God’s grace, we can –
we must – be a hero for the

Church.  By your lives that re-
flect your faith and love in the
Lord, you will be saints – that
is, heroes – for our day.
I suspect that many of you

will tell me that you are not
worthy, you have your failings,
your sins.  I say turn and con-
sider St. Peter and St. Paul.
With the grace of God they be-
came saints and changed their
world. Despite their failings
they brought Jesus and his
love to their world.  So, with
God’s grace each of you can be-
come such saints, such heroes
for our Church.  With the guid-
ance and leadership of Jesus
we can meet the challenges to
truly be the heroes for our
Church today.  As we live our
lives patterned on that of
Jesus, we will transform this
world and lead many back to
the Lord.
Being a saint – being a hero –

sounds like an impossible task.
I think too many of you have
the idea that being a hero for
Jesus is all about piety and
hours of prayer.  My message
to you is that being a saint in
the Spirit of Jesus is about liv-
ing a good life, a life that re-
flects your faith and leads you
to reach out in love to all who
are in need.  I suspect you have
heard this definition of a saint:

“A saint is someone who does
ordinary things, extraordinar-
ily well.”  Being a saint is why
we are here on this earth.  It is
what life is all about.
There are some who will tell

me that they are too old to be
heroes, to be saints. (I know
some who think of being 30 as
old!)  I want to assure you that
there are many who have been
heroes for me, who have
touched my life and guided me
to be the person and priest
that I am,  and they have been
who most would consider
“very old.” 
Never consider yourself too

old to bring Jesus into the
world – to be saints – to be he-
roes.  I want to shout to those
of you who consider your-
selves “too old” to live like he-
roes – that our Church needs
you.  I know that there will be
many opportunities that the
Holy Spirit has for you to do
something wonderful to make
our world a better place, to
bring the love and peace of
Jesus to others.  
So, please don’t tell me, “I’m

no saint.”  My response will al-
ways be “Then you, better get
busy.”  This is the only reason
that you are here. This is what
life is all about – becoming a
saint, being a hero for Jesus.    
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A PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE

The reason you are here: to be a saint

Mary Lou
Kilian

EDITOR’S NOTE

Hazy (but not so lazy) days of summer
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FOLLOW ME

The Church of the North
Country is united in our
common pastoral vision to:
Find your home in
Christ: Renew Faith,
Nurture Hope, Dis-
cover Love.
This lifelong mis-

sion is motivated by
our earnest desire
to seek after God’s
will.  For too long,
we have been wan-
dering about aim-
lessly, seeking not
to do God’s will, but
to “do it my way,” as
that famous crooner
once sang.  For
many of us, our insatiable
desire to acquire things, our
chasing after fleeting pleas-
ures, and  our reluctance to
sacrifice for others have
pushed God’s will to the pe-
riphery of our lives.  
It is fitting that we are in-

vited, as this year’s slogan
says, to “Join the Revolu-
tion” as we celebrate Na-
tional Natural Family

Planning Awareness Week
on July 20-26.   
This week provides us

with an opportune
moment to focus
again on God’s will
for our families.
Such a focus can
lead to a real revo-
lution in how we
think about God
and how God’s will
must no longer take
a back seat to “my
way.”   
Our souls and so-

ciety have suffered
long enough with
God and His ways on

the sidelines of our lives:
more divorces, more unwed
parenthood, more pornogra-
phy, more abortions, and
less commitment, less trust,
less love.  
Given such a track record,

it is difficult to understand
why many argue that the
Church needs to accommo-
date, give in to what just
about “everybody else is

doing.”  
Natural Family Planning

(NFP) provides a married
couple with a vision of fam-
ily life where faith is re-
newed, hope is nurtured
and love is discovered
anew. Couples who practice
NFP constantly seek after
God’s will for their lives. 
“NFP promotes a vision of

sexuality that is worthy of
embracing:  a vision where
the body is a gift; a vision
that believes men and
women are first and fore-
most sons and daughters of
God; a vision that under-
stands that sex is not
merely recreation, but a re-
creation of the promises a
couple makes on their wed-
ding day to spend their life-
time together creating and
celebrating a love that is
free, total, faithful and fruit-
ful.” (Dr. Gregory K. Popcak)
This vision that sees sexu-

ality through the lens of
faith reveals an authentic
stewardship of God’s gifts of

sex and love.   This vision
embraces fertility as a gift,
not a disease.  

As we celebrate National 
Natural Family Planning

Awareness Week 

Children are the great gift
(not burden) of a loving God
who chooses to make mar-
ried couples co-creators
with Him of precious new
human persons who will
live forever.  
Let us all desire to learn

more about the beauty of
Natural Family Planning.  We
are blessed to have Suzanne
and Angelo Pietropaoli as
co-directors of our diocesan
Natural Family Planning Of-
fice. Visit our diocesan web-

site at www.rcdony.org/nfp,
contact them at api-
etropaoli@rcdony.org, or
call 518-483-0459 for more
information about NFP.   
Why not plan on attending

the Building Strong Families
Workshop on July 26 at the
Church of the Visitation
Parish Center in Norfolk and
learn more about God’s plan
for marriage. 
Our God always bestows

bountiful blessings upon
those who live and love gen-
erously.   It’s true--Natural
Family Planning is one vi-
tally important means of re-
newing faith, nurturing
hope and discovering au-
thentic love. Christ-led,
Christ-fed, and Hope- filled,
we pray for the grace to fol-
low Him who is the Way, the
Truth, and the Life.

Join the Revolution

Bishop
Terry R.
LaValley

Bishop Terry R. LaValley
has announced that two
grants of $5,000 each have
been disbursed to Saint
Alexander and St. Joseph’s
Parish, Morrisonville and St.
Vincent de Paul Parish,
Rosiere to assist them with
projects to improve accessi-
bility to their facilities for the
disabled. 
The funds are made avail-

able from the annual contri-
butions of the New York State
Knights of Columbus to the
Diocese of Ogdensburg and
are distributed by the dio-
cese on the recommendation
of Catholic Charities and the
Department of Education.  
In announcing the grants

to this year’s recipients,
Bishop LaValley noted the
generosity of the Knights
which “assist our diocesan

institutions in their efforts to
make Churches, schools and
parish centers accessible to
all people. I am most grateful
to the Knights of Columbus
for their generosity in this
area and in the many ways in
which they support the work
of the Church in our Dio-
cese.”
Announcement of the

availability of these grants
was made last April by
Catholic Charities and the
Department of Education.
The criteria for acceptability
of a request cover several
factors. Improvement in al-
ready existing programs or
facilities is considered as
well as program develop-
ment and the purchase of
special equipment. 
The grants awarded this

year will assist Father Scott

Seymour, pastor in Mor-
risonville, with funds to re-
place sidewalks between the
Church and the Religious Ed-
ucation Building. 
The sidewalk repair will in-

clude the addition of a ramp
for wheel chairs. When com-
pleted the project will allow
handicap accessibility to the
Church and the Religious Ed-
ucation Building. 
Missionary of the Sacred

Heart Father Pierre Aubin,
pastor of St. Vincent de Paul
Church in Rosiere, will apply
the grant to renovations to
the parish hall used by the
parish and the Knights of
Columbus.  
Handicap accessibility to

the parish hall will allow the
parish and the K of C to bet-
ter serve the parish and the
community. 

Diocesan grants to aid
projects for disabled 
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ADULT SUMMER RETREAT
Saranac Lake -A summer retreat in the
Adirondacks has been planned
Date: Aug. 22-24
Schedule: begins with supper on Fri and

concludes supper on Sun.
Place: Guggenheim Lodge
Speakers: Paul Gibaldi, wilderness

guide for 25 years, nature photographer,
and Sister Bethany Fitzgerald, SSJ, spiri-
tual director and adult faith educator.  
Cost: $150 Register no later than Au-

gust 20. (Limited to 10 adults - first
come basis) Registration fee of $25 is
due with registration.
Features: There will be times to reflect,

pray and to share with each other the
spiritual wisdom revealed to us by
God.Mass will be offered by Fr. Paul Kelly
on Sun. afternoon before dinner.
Contact: call 315-212-6592 or email sr-

beth@cit-tele.com.

ST. PETERS GOLF INVITATIONAL
Plattsburgh – The 19th annual St. Peter’s
Gold Invitational to be held.
Date: Aug. 1
Time: 12:30 p.m. shotgun start
Place: Adirondack Golf Club
Cost: $63 for non-Adirondack members;

$48 for Adirondack members; $22 for
Awards dinner only
Features: Proceeds will benefit Youth

Programs at St. Peter’s Church.  If you do
not have a team you can be paired with
players who have already registered.
There will be a dinner and awards cere-
mony, High Honors prizes, Hole in one
prizes, putting contest.  Hole assign-
ments and team pairings will be in the
Press Republican July 31.
Contact: John Mockry at 518-578-4927

or 518-562-4179 for registration form
and more information.  Registrations
due July 28.

FOUNDATION DAY CELEBRATION
Ellenburg Center – Our Lady of the
Adirondacks House of prayer will be hav-
ing a Foundation Day celebration.
Date: Aug. 9
Time: 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Speaker: Father Jack Downs on the

Mercy of God
Features: Confession, Adoration of the

Blessed Sacrament.  Bishop Terry LaVal-
ley presiding at Mass.  Lunch provided.
Donations appreciated.
Contact: RSVP by August 1 by email to

olaprayerhouse@gmail.com or call 518-
594-3253.  

DAY TRIP TO MONTREAL
Mooers Forks – The ladies of St. Ann’s
Society are sponsoring a day trip to
Montreal.
Date: Aug. 20
Cost: $41.50
Features: The focus is St. Joseph’s Ora-

tory, Brother Andre (Saint Andre) and
Kateri Tekakwitha Shrines.
Contact: Gloria LaFountain at 236-5509

or Betty Ashline 236-7416 before July
30.

INORABRASS CONCERT
Plattsburgh – Inorabrass concerts to be
held.
Schedule: Aug. 14 at 7 p.m. Waitsfield

Union Church, Waitsfield Village, VT;
Aug. 24 at 3 p.m. St. John the Baptist
Church, Plattsburgh.
Features: InoraBrass, named for the

Goddess of Mountain Snow, celebrates
the parallel between the majesty of
brass music and the natural beauty of
Vermont and Northern New York.  Free
admission, donations welcome!
Contact: In VT contact: (802) 595-0601

InoraBrass@gmail.com; In NY contact:
(518) 846-3211
destinobrass@twcny.rr.com  

FR. VENETTE CELEBRATION
Constable – In honor of the 30 years of
Ordination or our Pastor Father Howard
Venette, the CC of Constable, Westville &
Trout River invite your family to share a
Mass of Celebration.
Date: July 20
Time: 11 a.m.

Place: St. Francis Church
Features: A luncheon and reception f

served in the parish hall after Mass.

LATIN MASS
Constable - A Tridentine (Latin) Mass is
celebrated each Friday at 5:30 p.m. be-
ginning July 4 with Fr. Howard Venette
as the celebrant.  Mass will also be cele-
brated every first Saturday at 9 a.m.
Place: St. Francis of Assisi Church

CHICKEN BBQ
Indian Lake - Knights of Columbus coun-
cil 13102 will be having a Chicken BBQ.
Date: July 20
Time: Noon to 5 p.m.
Place: St. Mary’s Church
Cost: $10 per person (includes ½

chicken, corn on the cob, coleslaw, roll
and iced tea or lemonade to drink)

HOLY HOUR
Adams/Henderson – Parish holy hour s
to be held.

Schedule: July 24, 5:30pm – Queen of
Heaven; Aug 6, 6:30pm – St. Cecilia; Aug
28, 5:30pm – Queen of Heaven; Sept 3,
6:30pm - St. Cecilia; Sept 25, 5:30pm –
Queen of Heaven
Features: Praying for vocations and the

needs of our Church.

HEALING MASS
Raymondville – Healing Mass to be held.
Date: July 28

Time: 6:30 p.m.
Place: St. Raymond’s Church
Features: Rev. Douglas A. Decker, pastor

of St. Alphonsus-Holy Name of Jesus,
Tupper Lake, will be main con-celebrant
and homilist.  Confessions at 5:30 p.m.
and with Communal Anointing of the
sick and after Mass time for private
prayer for those who wish.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Massena - A summer kids' event called
Weird Animals Vacation Bible School.
Date: Aug. 4-8
Place: Emmanuel Congregational

Church.
Features: Children entering Kinder-

garten to grade 6  participate in Bible-
learning activities, play
teamwork-building games, make and
dig into yummy treats, experience Bible
adventures and make unique crafts.
Kids at Weird Animals VBS will join an
international mission effort to share
God's love by providing water for school
children in India. 
Contact: For more information, contact
any of these participating churches: St.
Mary and St. Joseph Church; Sacred
Heart Church and St. Lawrence; Em-
manuel Congregational Church; First
United Methodist Church; Grace United
Methodist Church; St. John's Episcopal
Church and City Reach Church Massena

LATIN MASS
Potsdam – A Tridentine (Latin) Mass is
celebrated each Sunday 
Time: 11:30 p.m.
Place: St. Mary's Church

BUILDING STRONG FAMILIES
Norfolk – A  “Building Strong Families”
workship will be held
Date: July 26
Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Place: Church of the Visitation Parish

Center
Cost: $20 (Includes lunch)
Features: Dr. Angela Franks-- author,

professor, speaker, television host— will
consider current issues that threaten
marriage, including commitment-pho-
bia, hook-up culture, pornography, defi-
nition of marriage, and unintended
consequences of contraception.  The day
will include prayer, discussion, practical
guidance for strengthening marriages.  
Registration: Register at

rcdony.org/BSF
Contact: Angelo/Suzanne Pietropaoli ,

apietropaoli@rcdony.org,  or at 518-483-
0459.

PRAYER RALLY
Ogdensburg –The third annual prayer
rally  to show support for life, traditional
marriage and other Catholic Values has
been planned.
Date: Aug. 3
Time: 2 p.m. to 4
Place: St. Mary’s Cathedral
Features: There will be speakers, includ-

ing Bishop LaValley, a prayer service and
recitation of the Rosary.  We will also
have a small ceremony at the Monu-
ment of the Unborn on the grounds of
the Cathedral.  A reception will follow at
the cathedral.

PILGRIMAGE TO ST. ANNE’S SHRINE
Isle LaMotte, VT - Knights of Columbus,
their families and friends from through-
out the Diocese of Ogdensburg will par-
ticipate in the 66th annual pilgrimage to
St. Anne’s Shrine.
Date: July 27
Schedule: 12:15 p.m. Mass by Bishop

LaValley. Following Mass, Bishop LaVal-
ley will join the pilgrims for a picnic
lunch on the Shrine’s beautiful grounds.
All pilgrims are invited to the picnic
lunch and if practical asked to bring a
dish to share. The Knights will provide
hot dogs, michigans, hamburgers and
beverages. Benediction will take place at
about 3 p.m.
Contact: Pilgrimage Coordinator Peter

Keenan at 518-643-9241 

JOURNEY TO EASTERN EUROPE
Father Amyot will be leading a pilgrim-
age visiting the land of St. John Paul II. 
Date: November 3- 14
Cost: Only $3129 from Montreal

(Air/land price is $2449 plus $680 gov-
ernment taxes/airline fuel surcharges)
Visiting: Warsaw, Krakow, Budapest, Vi-
enna, Prague
Features: First Class/Select Hotels, most

meals with comprehensive sightseeing
Contact: For a brochure and more infor-

mation contact: Fr. Andrew Amyot at
(315) 384-2064
or mail: P.O. Box 637, Norfolk, NY 13667
e-mail: fraamyot2@twcny.rr.com Space
is limited! Call today!

10 DAY ADVENT PILGRIMAGE
Father  Donald  Robinson, pastor St. An-
thony’s and St. Patrick’s in Watertown,
will be hosting a pilgrimage to the Holy
Land.  
Date: Dec. 1-10, 2014
Cost: $2997
Features: Haifa, Tiberias, Nazareth,

Bethlehem, Jerusalem.
Contact: 782-1190 for brochure

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to “Around the Diocese”. 
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 

North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
Ogdensburg, NY 13669; fax, 1-866-314-7296;

e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.

Items must be received in the NCCoffice by the Thursday before publication.

ADIRONDACK

CLINTON

HAMILTON-HERKIMER

FRANKLIN

JEFFERSON

ST. LAWRENCE

DIOCESAN EVENTS



By Kurt Jensen 
Catholic News Service 

"Tammy" (Warner Bros.)
makes a stab at adding
pathos to the well-worn
genre of road-trip-with-
salty-granny. 
It doesn't quite come off,

since the childlike title char-
acter, played by Melissa Mc-
Carthy, starts out as blithely
stupid, with earthbound
self-esteem, and ends up
just the same. 
Not only does she fail to

become any more self-aware
as the story proceeds, she
also lurches through an es-
calating series of bad
choices, including robbery
and destruction of property. 
Pearl, the grandmother

played by Susan Sarandon,
is no dispenser of elderly
wisdom. She's an alcoholic,
diabetic oxycontin addict in-
terested only in her own
carnal adventures. 
The journey through a

dreary Midwest that Tammy
undertakes in hopes of
bringing clarity to her exis-
tence becomes only a bur-
den, unrelieved by a
nonsensical romance that
appears to have been tossed
in at the last minute. 
McCarthy, who co-wrote

the script with director Ben
Falcone, evidently had a
sympathetic character in
mind. 

As the story begins,
Tammy is fired from her
fast-food job and finds that
her husband Greg (Nat
Faxon) has been having an
affair with her co-worker,
Missi (Toni Collette). 
Sucker-punched by life,

Tammy escapes to her
mother's house, conve-
niently located in the same
block, and announces her
plan to hit the road to set
her life in order. 
Mother Deb (Allison Jan-

ney) isn't interested, but
Pearl takes the bait right
away and offers her Cadillac
and $6,700 in cash for a
journey to Niagara Falls. 
Tammy and Pearl never

get there, instead spinning
through Kentucky and Mis-
souri. Pearl just wants to get
drunk and carry on with
Earl (Gary Cole), while
Tammy strikes up a tenta-
tive friendship with Earl's
son, Bobby (Mark Duplass). 
Their eventual "rescue"

comes from Pearl's wealthy -
- and gay -- cousin Lenore

(Kathy Bates). But that does-
n't prevent law enforcement
from catching up with
Tammy's destruction of the
Cadillac and a jet ski. 
Tammy's response to

every crisis is to make non-
sequitur wisecracks while
generally letting Pearl have
her way. 
McCarthy has ditched the

gross-out routines she's uti-
lized in other movies, but as
a character sketch, "Tammy"
is a botched portrait that
bogs down in a moral
morass. 
The film contains  some

profanities and sexual ban-
ter and pervasive rough and
crude language. 
The Catholic News Service

classification is A-III --
adults. The Motion Picture
Association of America rat-
ing is R -- restricted. 
Under 17 requires accom-

panying parent or adult
guardian. 
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AT THE MOVIES

TAMMY

CNS PHOTO/MICHAEL TACKETT, WARNER BROS. PICTURES
Melissa McCarthy and Susan Sarandon star in scene from movie "Tammy." 
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By Deacon Kevin Mastellon
Staff writer

Numbers have always in-
trigued me. I am not a sa-
vant, not even a
numerologist. I just like
counting things.
In my broadcasting days I

wrote computer programs
to track the votes on elec-
tion nights from all the
wards and towns and vil-
lages.  
Then there was the pro-

gram I wrote to track our
bowling team's progress
over the season. It became a
more elaborate, more so-
phisticated program each
week of the season...a sub-
tle change in a report here, a
new stat there. 
Not an obsession; just an

exercise in counting.
Which logically brings me

to the upcoming diocesan
census. I could not resist
the opportunity to be in-
volved in counting all the
Catholics in my parish, in
our diocese, so I find myself
on the committee formed to
give substance to our Envi-
sioning Teams' call for a
diocesan-wide Find Your
Home in Christ Census.
Since I also regularly con-

tribute to the North Country
Catholic I felt obliged to re-
port on the work of the
committee.  That felt awk-
ward.  So my editor, Mary
Lou, agreed to allow me to
treat this story in the first
person; a kind of chronicle

of our work as it progresses
as a way to report on the ac-
tivity.
So where do we begin?
Just how elaborate, how

demanding of the pastors
and the parish volunteers
should this census be?  
We are working on these

and many other issues. "We"
is the committee St. Joseph
Sister Shirley Ann Brown
has been given the privilege
of leading. 
This is the committee

charged with, among other
things, developing the form
to be used by all volunteers,
writing a manual for census
volunteers and training the
parish volunteers to do the
work.
This volunteer committee

will oversee what could eas-
ily prove to be one of the
most challenging, if not
most commented upon,
committee born of the Envi-
sioning process.
Joining Sister Shirley Anne

on the committee are Clau-
dia Fennell, Saranac Lake;
Anita Soltero, Plattsburgh;
Lorraine Turgeon, Westport;
Cheryl Learned, Malone;
Sean Curry, Blue Mountain
Lake; Phyllis Conley, Adams;
Michele Rosteck, Lowville,
Ron Romano, Ogdensburg;
Doug Premo, Massena; Anne
Marie Wiseman, Malone and
me.
We gathered for our first

meeting in Lake Clear in
mid-June and have monthly
meetings planned through
October.  Those meetings

will eventually be aug-
mented by deanery meet-
ings to train parish
volunteers.  Pastors have al-
ready received some prelim-
inary information and
direction from Sister Shirley
Anne.  
Committee members have

already developed a draft
census form. We hope to ap-
prove the final form at the
July meeting.
The Find Your Home in

Christ Census is one goal of
the Diocesan Vision. This
pillar is focused on Building
Parishes with Living Stones.
Perhaps you never thought
of yourself as a stone but
the reality is that parishes
are not brick and mortar,
they are us.  
This census will identify

us and our pastoral needs
and through the seemingly
mundane task of counting
heads, promote parishes
that are alive and respon-
sive. 
It will be a formidable task

but it is much more interest-
ing than keeping track of
bowling scores.

The pastoral vision for the Diocese of
Ogdensburg,  delivered  by Bishop
laValley at this year’s Chrism Mass
included three priorities with two
goals each.  This is the first in a se-
ries of articles describing the work
towards realizing each of the goals.

Bringing Vision to life

St. Joseph Sister Shirley Anne Brown, left, is the point person charged with meeting
the newly established  diocesan goal to complete a diocesan-wide Find Your Home in
Christ Census of all households between Oct. 1, 2014 and Aug., 2015. Sister Shirley Ann
met with committee members - including Anne Marie Wiseman of Malone, right - in
Lake Clear in June. Another committee member, Deacon Kevin Mastellon of Water-
town, shares personal reflections on the work of the committee in this article.

Counting all Catholics...
diocese to conduct census

OGDENSBURG - Registration is open for an
End of Life Issues Conference featuring
guest speaker Father Tad Pacholczyk,
PHD, Director of Education for the Na-
tional Catholic Bioethics Center. 
The one day workshop, to be held Sept.

6 from 9 a.m. to 5 at Wadhams Hall, will
address death, dying and decisions at the
end of life. 
The day will include a question and an-

swer panel with Kathleen Gallagher, Di-
rector of Pro-Life Activities for the NYS
Catholic Conference and the opportunity
for attendees to complete a Health Care
Proxy Form.  
Bishop LaValley will celebrate the clos-

ing Mass.. 
The cost of $20 includes lunch and

workshop materials. Registration may be
made at www.rcdony.org/pro-life. 

End of life conference set

Find Your Home in Christ
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS

Our part: pray and work for justice, peace
Have you ever watched a

sunset over Lake
Ontario or the St.
Lawrence River?
It’s an awesome
sight as the sun
turns slowly into an
ever-deeper red.  Fi-
nally, it touches the
horizon and disap-
pears.  

The beauty of the
moment leaves one
speechless.

How do you de-
scribe a sunset?  You
can’t, really.  In
today’s Gospel, Jesus tried
to describe heaven.  He
used parables:  “The king-
dom of heave is like…”
First, he uses the parable of
the wheat and the weeds.
“The kingdom of heaven
may be likened to a man

who sowed good seed in his
field.  While every-
one was asleep, his
enemy came and
sowed weeds all
through the wheat,
and then went
away.” 

Now, modern-day
techniques of bio-
agriculture have vir-
tually done away
with weeds through
the spraying of three
chemicals right after
the seed is planted.
So where do we go

with this parable today? 
For one thing, farmers

face much different prob-
lems every year.  Often, in
recent years, it’s severe
drought.  California and
Texas are often badly af-
fected.  Crops are still de-

pendent on water from the
heavens to grow.    There
are signs all over the south
and west that say, “Pray for
rain”.  

At the same time, severe
flooding in northern states -
Montana, the Dakotas, and
Minnesota -have prevented
farmers from early planting.  

How dependent we are on
God’s mercy. For farmers,
it’s in the sun and the rain.
But Jesus in today’s parable
likens weeds to sin.  Sin pre-
vents the Word of God from
growing in our hearts and in
our souls.  

Do you remember that
wonderful comic strip
POGO?  One of Pogo’s fa-
mous sayings was,  “We
have met the enemy, and it
is us.”   By our sins,  we are
the enemies planting weeds

in God’s garden of grace.
Sometimes it’s through

bad example, or through
our failures to instruct our
children, or when we fail to
help our neighbor in need
or in distress, when we fail
to support Catholic teaching
in our conversation or in
our actions.  

We need to look into our
hearts to see in what ways
we are responsible.  

What then?  
We ask the Holy Spirit for

the grace to repent, to make
a good confession, and to
change our ways.

But even the righteous
need to take care in labeling
others as “children of evil”.
Notice what advice the
farmer in the parable gives
his workers?   He tells them
to let the weeds grow with
the wheat.  

The harvest-time is com-
ing (in other words, the final
judgment).   Be patient,
Jesus tells us.  Work and
pray to change hearts,
Heavy-handed crusaders
sometimes do more harm
than good.  Use charity, gen-
tleness, good example and
prayer.  Maybe they will
have a change of heart be-
fore God has to take action.
Our part is to pray and work
for justice—and peace.

RESPECT LIFE

By Kathleen M. Gallagher
Director of Pro-Life Activities
New York State Catholic Conference

On June 30 the U.S.
Supreme Court handed
down a decision in the case
of Burwell vs. Hobby Lobby. 

The Court said that the
owners of Hobby Lobby, the
Green family – devout Chris-
tians – are free to run their
business according to their
religious beliefs. The Greens
had objected to paying for
certain kinds of contracep-
tion in their employee
health insurance plan,
specifically, four different
kinds of contraception that
can cause early abortions.

The reaction to the deci-
sion was, hmmm -- how
shall I say this? -- a bit over
the top. You would have
thought the sky was falling. 

Planned Parenthood and
other abortion activists said
the Supreme Court had
“protected religious
tyranny” and they were
“waging a war on women.” 

(and why the sky 
is not falling)

Women, children and
families were “losing access
to health care,” they cried,
as Democrats in Congress
promised to right the wrong
that the 5-4 ruling had in-
flicted and restore to
women the choice to use
birth control.

Whoa. Hold on there. No-
body is taking away any-
body’s “choice.” Read the
Court’s decision. It’s still up
to women to use or not use
any form of birth control
they desire. They still have
the “right to privacy” guar-
anteed to them decades ago.
There is no war on women
and the sky is not falling.
Here’s why.

What the High Court said
was that federal policy can-

not substantially burden re-
ligious freedom unless it
serves a compelling
interest and is the
least restrictive
means of achieving
the goal. 

In plain English, the
justices said that
there are clearly alter-
native ways to ensure
that women won’t be
denied contraceptive
coverage that won’t
trample on anyone’s
religious liberty
rights. 

The Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS)
has already shown that they
can make other exemptions
and provide other accom-
modations to achieve the
government’s goals. The
Court based their decision
on the Religious Freedom
Restoration Act, a law spon-
sored by then-Congressman
Chuck Schumer, passed al-
most unanimously in 1993
and signed into law by Pres-
ident Clinton (all friends of
Planned Parenthood.)

Let’s not forget that never

before the Obama adminis-
tration’s implementation of

the 2010 Affordable
Care Act (ACA) did
women have free
birth control with no
co-pays. 

And it wasn’t even
Congress or the fed-
eral law that gave
that to them; it was
unelected HHS bu-
reaucrats who de-
fined “preventive
services” to include
contraception, steril-
ization and abortion-

inducing drugs!  
The Supreme Court did

not take that away from
women; they still have it.
Justice Alito in the majority
opinion goes out of his way
to say that women will still
be entitled to all FDA-ap-
proved contraceptives with-
out cost-sharing. But
for-profit employers like
Hobby Lobby, who hold pro-
found religious convictions
against them, will not have
to pay for them; either the
insurer or the government
or some other entity will

have to fund them.
So why all the hysteria?

Two reasons. Number one:
fundraising. Planned Parent-
hood and like-minded ac-
tivists are turning up the
rhetoric on this decision in
order to rake in the cash. If
they tell women their rights
are in jeopardy, even when
they’re not, and portray
themselves as the great pro-
tectors of those rights, they
will drive up donations for
their cause. 

Number two is much
more significant: this is not
about a war on women. This
is about a war on religion.  

This is about demanding
that religious people keep
their religion in church and
never ever share it in the
public square.

This is about disrespect-
ing religion and using the
coercive power of the gov-
ernment to shut religious
people up because they are
sending the wrong cultural
message. 

The hysteria and outrage
only makes sense if this is
understood. 

About that Hobby Lobby court decision

Monsignor
Paul E.
Whitmore

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time

READINGS
Wisdom 12:13, 16-19
Romans 8:26-27
Matthew 13:24-43 

JULY 20

Kathleen
Gallagher
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Bishop’s Fund raises record amount
By Valerie Mathews
Diocesan Bishop’s Fund director

OGDENSBURG - The 2013-2014
Bishop’s Fund Appeal has
raised the most funds ever in
its 55 year history. 

As of June 30, 2014, the
Bishop’s Fund Appeal col-
lected $1,296,023.37 from
10,513 households across
the Diocese of Ogdensburg
and beyond. This total sur-
passes the established goal
of $1,275,000.    

This year, all donations
that exceeded the goal will be
used to supplement the
Bishop’s Good Samaritan
Fund.  This fund, a ministry
of the annual Bishop’s Fund
Appeal, assists families and
individuals who are experi-
encing financial difficulties
due to work loss, house fires,
flooding, high medical ex-
penses and heating costs,
and other hardships.  

In addition to surpassing
its goal, there were 78 addi-
tional contributing house-

holds compared to the 2012-
2013 appeal.  

Each year, parishes are
given a suggested parish
goal for the appeal. This year,
53 parishes surpassed their
goals.

Bishop LaValley called the
Bishop’s Fund total “a re-
markable expression of gen-
erous hearts!”

“With those who benefit di-
rectly from the Bishop’s Fund
Appeal, I wish to express my

profound gratitude to all
who contributed to this
year’s successful Appeal,” the
bishop said. “In a very real
way, over 10,000 households
share in the ministries that
this appeal supports.” 

“I am also grateful to the
pastors, as well as to Mrs. Va-
lerie Mathews and the staff of
the Bishop’s Fund Office for
their key role in the appeal’s
success,” he said.

Bishop’s Fund ministries
The ministries supported

by the Bishop’s Fund include:
education of seminarians,
Family Life Office, Natural
Family Planning Office, Re-
spect Life Ministry Office,
Bishop’s Good Samaritan
Fund, Formation for Ministry
program, Office of Evange-
lization, Continuing Educa-
tion and Formation of
Priests, priests’ graduate
studies, Vocation Office, Per-
manent Deacons, Deacon
Formation Program, Tuition
Assistance program, Campus
Ministry program, matching
gifts to Catholic schools, De-
partment of Christian Forma-
tion, Diocesan Center of
Youth Ministry, Young Adult
Ministry Office, Guggenheim
Center and the Department
of Worship.

PHOTO BY LINDA ROSS
Bishop Terry R. LaValley is shown with members of the diocesan Development Office who announced that the 2013-2014 Bishop’s
Fund Appeal had reached a total of $1,296,023. This is the largest amount raised in the appeal’s 55 year history. From left are Renee
Grizzuto, office assistant; Bishop LaValley, Valerie Mathews,  Bishop’s Fund director; and Scott Lalone, executive director of the Devel-
opment Office.

NORFOLK - Dr. Angela Franks
will conduct the Building
Strong Families workshop
July 26 at the Church of the
Visitation parish cen-
ter.

Author, speaker,
professor and televi-
sion host, Dr. Franks
will focus the light of
Church teaching on
current cultural is-
sues that adversely
affect marriage - com-
mitment-phobia ,
pornography, “hook-
ing-up,” and unin-
tended consequences
of contraception.  

Interactive format and Q
and A will facilitate audience
participation at specific
points during the day-long
workshop.

Currently Director of The-
ological Programs for the
Theology Institute for the

New Evangelization at St.
John’s Seminary in Brighton,
MA, Dr. Franks earned her
Ph.D. in Theology from

Boston College. 
Her most recent

book, “Contraception
and Catholicism:
What the Church
Teaches and Why,”
has earned praise for
its engaging and ac-
cessible presentation
of truths that con-
fuse many Catholics.  

Cardinal Sean O’-
Malley of Boston
calls it “…a much-

needed resource that offers
clarity and understanding for
one of the Church’s most
misunderstood teachings…
Dr. Franks gives us an intelli-
gent, calm, and thoughtful
response… [She] writes
about sexual ethics in a way
that engages and even enter-

tains…
“Most importantly, how-

ever, her arguments and ex-
amples challenge all of us to
deeper conversion and holi-
ness in Christ. The Church’s
teaching on contraception is
an invitation for all of us to
embrace God’s will, which
will bring us true happiness
and peace. “Contraception
and Catholicism” will be a
rich resource for men and
women of all ages who seek
an ever-deeper appreciation
for the gift of human sexual-
ity and for the treasure of the
Church’s teaching…”

Registration for the Build-
ing Strong Families work-
shop may be made online at
rcdony.org/BSF.  Further in-
formation is available from
the Diocesan Natural Family
Planning Office: api-
etropaoli@rcdony.org or at
518-483-0459.

Dr. Angela
Franks

Building Strong Families
workshop set for July 26
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July 18 – 12 p.m., Mass at St. Mary's
Cathedral

July 20 - 8:15 a.m., Mass at St. Mar-
tin's Church in Port Leyden
10 a.m., Mass at St. Mary's Church in
Constableville

July 21 - 10:50 a.m., Mass at St.
Joseph's Home in Ogdensburg

July 22 – 12 p.m., Mass at St. Mary's
Cathedral

4 p.m., Mass at Camp Guggenheim
in Saranac Lake

July 24 – 12 p.m., Mass at St. Mary's
Cathedral

July 25 – 10:50 a.m., Mass at St.
Joseph's Home in Ogdensburg

July 27 – 12:15 p.m., Knights of
Columbus Mass & Pilgrimage to St.
Ann's Shrine in Isle LaMotte, VT

July 29 –31 Catholic Leadership Insti-
tute Workshop in Charlotte, NC

Bishop’s Schedule

FRACKING?
As we enjoy the sparkling beauty

of water in our North Country these
summer days, we are grateful for its
refreshment and the relaxation that it
offers for body and soul.  Jesus knew
its life-giving, healing power as he
spent much time near water and
used it to teach lessons about life.

One way we can show our appreci-
ation for this gift of water is to learn
more about the ethical concerns re-
garding hydro-fracking, a process of
extracting natural gas from the earth.  

This process uses millions of gal-
lons of fresh water to drill each well,
and highly toxic waste water is
flushed back out of the well. Often
this toxic wastewater is transported
to other sites. 

There are local communities, such
as  Plattsburgh,  which have passed a
ban on accepting any  fracking wastes
from other neighboring states.  Re-
cently, the NYS Court of Appeals up-
held the rights of cities and towns to
make decision regarding  fracking
within their borders. 

The present five year  moratorium
on fracking in NYS  will expire this fall,
and the decision on whether to allow
fracking or to extend the Moratorium
for another 3-5 years will be decided
by Governor Cuomo. Take action this
week.  

Learn more about the issue and its
ethical concerns. suggested web sites
are: USCCB (US Catholic Conference of
Bishops), Catholic Rural Life, Catholic
Coalition on Climate Change, NYS
Catholic Conference ,and Food and
Water Watch.  

Contact your legislators and Gover-
nor Cuomo’s office (518-474-8390) or
http://www.governor.ny.gov/con-
tact/Governor ContactForm.php ex-
pressing any questions and concerns
that you may have about this process
and its impact on the future of our
state. 

Environmental Stewardship

The Diocese of Ogdensburg has
scheduled sessions for Protecting
God's Children for Adults.
Pre-registration online is required in
order to participate. Participants
may preregister at www.virtus.org
by selecting the registration button
and following the directions. 
All employees and volunteers who
participate in church sponsored ac-
tivities with minor are required to
participate in this training. 
Further information is available
from Atonement Sister Ellen Don-
ahue, 315-393- 2920, ext. 1440.
Upcoming programs:
Aug. 20 - 6 p.m., Holy Name School,
AuSable Forks
Sept. 4 - 8 p.m., Wakefield Recital
Hall/SUNY Potsdam 

Protecting God’s Children

The next issue of the 
North Country Catholic
will be dated July 30

NO PAPER NEXT WEEK

If you have a complaint of suspected
misconduct involving diocesan
clergy, religious, employees or volun-
teers, contact Victims Assistance Co-
ordinator, Terrianne Yanulavich, Adult
& Youth Counseling Services of
Northern New York, PO Box 2446,
Plattsburgh, NY, 12901;  e-mail: terri-
anneyanulavich@yahoo.com   Phone:
518-483-3261; or Father James Sey-
mour, the  Episcopal Vicar for Clergy
at 315-393-2920 , ext.  1340

To Report Abuse

This week marks the anniversary 
of the deaths of the following 

clergymen men who have served 
in the Diocese of Ogdensburg

July 16 – Rev. Eugene Carroll, 1882;
Rev. James Torsney, 1958; Rev. Joseph
L. Quinn, 1970
July 18 – Msgr. Joseph D. Brault, 1966
July 19 – Rev. Francis E. Gilbert, 1939;
Rev. James Dewey, 1963; Rev. Arthur J.
Trudel, 1967; Msgr. Donald M. Kelly,
1969; Rev. Thomas A. Moody, 2010
July 20 – Rev. Francis Leo Desrosiers,
1956; Rev. J. Carlton Dewey, 1963
July 21 – Msgr. John H. O’Neill, 1938
July 24 – Rev. George Burque, 1897;
Rev. James Joseph Gainor,  1946; Rev.
Bartholemew Aloysius O’Connell,
1963; Rev. Henry Wilcott, 1965; Rev.
Francis Edic, O.F.M.Conv., 1975
July 25 – Rev. Simon Wallace, M.S.C.,
1941
July 26 – Rev. J. Owen Barry, O.S.A.,
1978
July 27 – Rev. John B. Chappel, M.S.C,
1884; Rev. Matthew J. Sweeney, 1935;
Rev. Daniel A. Harron, O.S.A., 1942;
Rev. Harold J. P. McCabe, 1976; Rev.
Daniel F. Lyddy, 2002

Rest in Peace

MALONE – Florence “Ricci”
Duffee, LMSW, joined the
staff of Catholic Charities at
57 Rennie Street.
Duffee provides counsel-

ing for individuals ages 16
and up.  She specializes in
helping people deal with
anxiety, depression and

trauma. 
Counseling hours are 8:00

a.m. – 4:00 p.m. on Mondays.  
Catholic Charities accepts

some insurances and also
operates on a sliding fee
scale. 
Further information is

available at 518-483-1460.

Catholic Charities
hires new staffer

By David Agren 
Catholic News Service 

SAN PEDRO SULA, HONDURAS (CNS) --
Bishops' conferences from
five countries called on
Catholics, politicians and so-
ciety at large to confront the
issues causing a flow of un-
accompanied minors from
Central America -- and to
tend to them as they travel
through Mexico and arrive at
the U.S. border. 
"Bishops and their workers

reiterate the urgency of the
respecting human dignity of
the undocumented migrants,
strengthening governmental
institutions ... firmly combat-
ing the reprehensible activity
of illegal groups and organ-
ized crime ... and investing
in Central America," the bish-
ops' conferences of El Sal-
vador, Honduras, Guatemala,
Mexico and the United States
said in a July 10 statement. 
"We call on business lead-

ers, especially Catholics, to
invest and contribute to the
promotion of justice and
equality. We exhort parents
to not expose their children
to the dangers of the danger-
ous journey toward Mexico
and the United States. And
we ask society to in general
to assume their rightful
roles." 
The arrival of so many un-

accompanied children has
overwhelmed U.S. agencies,
which were unprepared for
such an influx. The U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Patrol has
detained more than 57,000
unaccompanied children
since the fiscal year began
Oct. 1, double last year's fig-
ure and up fourfold from
2012. 
The majority of those are

from Guatemala, El Salvador
and Honduras, where
poverty and gang violence
have are prompting the flow.
Honduras, for example, has a
homicide rate topping 90 per

100,000 residents. 
Another factor is rumors --

reportedly fostered by
human smugglers -- that mi-
nors arriving at the U.S. bor-
der will be allowed to stay.
This leads some parents al-
ready in the United States to
send for children they have
not seen in years. 
"These children leave their

countries, pushed by misery,
violence or a desire to re-
unite with parents or family
members, who have already
migrated, and then confront
all kinds of deprivations and
dangers, experience a terri-
ble humanitarian crisis," read
the letter, whose signatories
included Cardinal Oscar Ro-
driguez Maradiaga of Teguci-
galpa, president of
Honduran bishops' confer-
ence, and Auxiliary Bishop
Eusebio L. Elizondo of Seat-
tle, president of the U.S. bish-
ops' migration committee. 
"This dramatic situation af-

fects all of us and we must
commit ourselves to 'global-
ize solidarity,' recognizing,
respecting and defending the
life, dignity and rights of
every person, independent

of their migratory condition,"
the bishops said. 
President Barack Obama

has called the arrival of so
many young Central Ameri-
cans a humanitarian crisis
and cautioned that the influx
will exhaust resources unless
more money is allocated to
house, feed and process mi-
grant children. 
The U.S. government is

also pushing public service
announcements in Central
America to warn of the risks
of heading to the United
States, which include kidnap,
robbery and rape. 
Workers at a center for de-

portees in San Pedro Sula, a
city with one of the world's
highest homicide rates at
more than 150 per 100,000
residents, say circumstances
at home and a desire to re-
unite with family would
cause many to overlook the
risks of migrating. 
In their statement, the

bishops committed to con-
tinue working to keep mi-
grants safe and to seek
solutions to prevent people
from leaving their places of
origin. 
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AT A GLANCE

CATHOLIC
WORLD

Divine Mercy is focus of official logo, prayer of World Youth Day 2016 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- The official logo and prayer for World Youth Day 2016
were unveiled in the event's host city -- Krakow, Poland -- by the city's arch-
bishop, Cardinal Stanislaw Dziwisz. The Vatican released the information the
same day, July 3. The logo and prayer focus on the theme chosen by Pope Fran-
cis from the Gospel of Matthew: "Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive
mercy." The logo, created by Monika Rybczynska, 28, with help from Emilia
Pyza, 26, features a red and blue flame of Divine Mercy flowing from a gold
cross that is surrounded by a red outline of the map of Poland. A gold dot rep-
resents the city of Krakow on the map and symbolizes the youth. The red, blue
and yellow colors represent the official colors of Krakow and the city's coat of
arms. The prayer begins with a line from St. John Paul II's homily at the dedica-
tion of the Shrine of Divine Mercy in Krakow in 2002: "God merciful father, in
your son, Jesus Christ, you have revealed your love and poured it out upon us in
the Holy Spirit, the comforter, we entrust to you today the destiny of the world
and of every man and woman." The Archdiocese of Krakow is the former see of
St. John Paul and is home to the Divine Mercy shrine. St. John Paul had a great
devotion to Divine Mercy, the recognition of God's mercy as demonstrated in
his sending his son to die for the sins of humanity. The international gathering
is scheduled for July 26-31, 2016, with Pope Francis and youth from all over
the world. 

U.S. bishops laud court's Hobby Lobby ruling, but say fight continues 
WASHINGTON (CNS) -- The Supreme Court's June 30 ruling that certain busi-
nesses, based on their religious objections, can be exempted from a govern-
ment requirement to include contraceptives in their employee health insurance
coverage means "justice has prevailed," said two U.S. archbishops. "We wel-
come the Supreme Court's decision to recognize that Americans can continue
to follow their faith when they run a family business," said Archbishop Joseph
E. Kurtz of Louisville, Kentucky, president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops, and Archbishop William E. Lori of Baltimore, chairman of the U.S. bishops'
Ad Hoc Committee for Religious Liberty. The court in its 5-4 ruling said that
Hobby Lobby and Conestoga Woods, the two family-run companies that ob-
jected to the government mandate that employees be covered for a range of
contraceptives, including drugs considered to be abortifacients, are protected
from the requirement of the Affordable Care Act under the Religious Freedom
Restoration Act. Activists on both sides of the issue gathered outside the U.S.
Supreme Court on a hot Washington morning awaiting the decision and when
it was announced, supporters hailed it as a religious liberty issue and oppo-
nents called it a setback to women's health care. Although Catholic leaders and
other religious groups hailed the decision as a victory for religious freedom,
they also said the issue is not resolved since the government mandate requires
nonprofit organizations such as Catholic charities, hospitals and schools to pro-
vide contraceptive coverage

Bishops from five 
countries ask society to
confront migration issues 
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By Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- More than a
meeting and homily, Pope
Francis laid out a clear road
map for the church when he
celebrated Mass and wel-
comed abuse survivors to
the Vatican. 
The morning he dedicated

to six men and women who
had been abused by clergy
was a powerful combination
of upholding the impor-
tance of having the letter of
the law and displaying the
proper spirit behind it. 
Jesuit Father Hans Zollner,

a German psychologist and
psychotherapist who ac-
companied the two abuse
survivors from Germany
July 7, said: "This is not

only about the letter of the
law. This has to come from
the heart if this is to really
take fruit" and make real,
lasting change. 
The homily-plan of action

repeated calls for zero toler-
ance and accountability for
the "despicable" crime of
abuse and underlined con-
tinued commitment to vigi-
lance in priestly formation
and better policies, proce-
dures and training for the
implementation norms. 
But most striking that day,

some of the visiting sur-
vivors said, were not the
pronouncements at Mass,
but the heart that went into
the patient, one-on-one lis-
tening later, in private. 
While Pope Benedict XVI

began the highly symbolic
meetings with groups of

survivors with his 2008 visit
to Washington D.C., Pope
Francis took the practice
further. 
He invited survivors to

the heart of the church in
Rome for a real sit-down
conversation -- devoid of
aides and officials, for a
total of two and a half
hours. 
"The pope gave so much

time. There was no hurry,
there was no clock watch-
ing. Each survivor got the
time they needed to tell the
pope their story or whatever
they wanted to say," said
Marie Collins, who accompa-
nied one of the two sur-
vivors from Ireland for the
closed-door papal meeting. 
"It was wonderful to see

the pope listening so in-
tently, for the survivor to
feel heard and have the op-
portunity to say everything
they wanted to say," said
Collins, who is also a sur-
vivor of clerical abuse. 
The eye contact, the silent

reflection and how the pope
reacted all showed how "it
must have been hugely
emotional for him as well as
for each of the survivors,"
she said. 
This seemingly simple

feature of limited distrac-
tions and formalities ended
up being an unexpected
turning point for many of
the visitors, Collins said,
even "life-changing" for an-
other who later spoke to the
press. 
Collins and Father Zollner,

both members of the new
Pontifical Commission for
the Protection of Minors,
said listening not just to
groups but to the personal
stories of individual sur-
vivors is a message to all
bishops of what they should
be doing in their own coun-
tries. 
"Now every victim in the

world can say, 'Look, you
have to do what the pope
did,'" Father Zollner said. 
Collins said: "It's a win-

win situation. For the sur-
vivors it can be very healing
to be listened to" and when
church leaders hear and

learn more about the nature
and effects of the abuse, "it
can help them" in seeing
what should be done. 
But because what can be

done and how to go about it
are not always clear, dozens
of church leaders meet
every year for the Anglo-
phone Conference on the
Safeguarding of Children,
Young People and Vulnera-
ble Adults. 
Founded in 1996, the an-

nual conference brings to-
gether experts and church
delegates from around the
globe, to share best prac-
tices and develop solid
norms in the prevention
and handling of the scandal
of sexual abuse. 
Collins and Father Zollner

were among the speakers at
the July 7-11 conference,
which was being held in
Rome the same week the
pope met with victims. 
Deacon Bernard Nojadera,

executive director of the
U.S. bishops' Secretariat of
Child and Youth Protection,
said the Anglophone confer-
ence "is like a think tank"
where people can bounce
ideas around and have a
healthy dialogue. 
There can never be a

"cookie-cutter approach,"
said Francesco Cesareo,
chairman of the U.S. Na-
tional Review Board, be-
cause different cultures
have different attitudes
about how to talk about sex-
uality. 
But, he said, common

sense patterns emerge and,
with input from the Vati-
can's Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith, which
deals with sex abuse cases,
the conference "brings a re-
alistic sense of what can be
done." 
Bishop R. Daniel Conlon

of Joliet, Illinois, chairman
of the U.S. bishops' Commit-
tee on the Protection of
Children and Young People,
said in one sense, respond-
ing to the abuse crisis
should seem very simple.
After all, "it is shepherding
and a caring for the flock,
but the milk is out of the
bottle," he said, adding,
"Humpty Dumpty is broke." 
No matter what gets done

for victims or perpetrators,
"it won't repair the damage,"
he said. 
Cesareo said that's why so

much talk must look at the
future. 
"How will the church pre-

vent the same level of
abuse? We should be pre-
pared for the future and
that's more difficult," he
said. 
"This is just planting the

seeds," Deacon Nojadera
added. Problems will still
exist and some forms of
abuse will happen, he said,
be the church must have "a
culture that's reliable,"
where everyone knows what
warning signs to look for
and where to get help. 
In the church's decades-

long evolution of grappling
with the reality of abuse
within its own walls, Father
Zollner said laws won't mat-
ter unless there is "a whole
change of culture within the
church," one that is no
longer "drawn to secrecy,"
cover-ups and siding with
the perpetrator, but to open-
ness to the truth and listen-
ing to victims. 
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VATICAN LETTER

Pope offers abuse victims open ear

CNS PHOTO/CAROL GLATZ
Marie Collins, a clerical sexual abuse sur-
vivor from Ireland and a member of the
new Pontifical Commission for the Pro-
tection of Minors, poses for a photo dur-
ing a conference on child protection at
the Pontifical Irish College in Rome July
9. Collins was present during Pope Fran-
cis' July 7 meeting with six men and
women who had been abused by clergy. 
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NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING WEEK - JULY 20-26

By Suzanne Pietropaoli
Diocesan NFP director

For Matthew and Sarah Bosley of Westport,
learning and using Natural Family Planning was
such a positive experience that they wanted to
share their knowledge with others.  After com-
pleting nearly two years of intensive study in the
teacher certification program with Northwest
Family Services, they are currently working
through their supervised practicum under the di-
rection of the Diocesan NFP Office.  

Honestly,I am surprised that women 
everywhere, especially feminists, have 
not latched onto this concept.  NFP is

fertility awareness....It’s very liberating  to 
have full control of my body and a true choice

Sarah Bosley

So why would a pair of highly intelligent, well-
educated 30 year-olds with two full-time jobs
and three young children make such a commit-
ment? 

That story begins at Hiram College in Ohio,
where the couple met and where both earned
bachelors’ degrees in education; they were en-
gaged to be married shortly after graduation. 

Sarah relates, “We explored birth control op-
tions and none sounded appealing. NFP was in-
triguing, but we were concerned about reliability
and the challenge of abstinence.  Unable to find
instructors in the area, I purchased the Couple to
Couple League manual, read it cover to cover,
and was hooked from that point forward.”  

Matt admits to being a bit hesitant at first: “I
was skeptical that it would be effective as a way
to avoid pregnancy, and the idea of regular peri-
ods of abstinence didn’t appeal to me that much.
I figured that if I was getting married, I would not
have to be abstinent any more.  But I wasn’t en-
thusiastic about the other methods, either.”  

As part of their marriage preparation process,
the Bosleys attended a couples’ retreat at a local
parish that included instruction from a married
couple.  

“Hearing about their experience with NFP was
thought-provoking,” Matt recalls. “The idea of
avoiding pregnancy without the use of barriers
or chemicals was very attractive to me.  By the
time Sarah and I were married, I was much more
open to using NFP, and my appreciation for it
grew as we put it into practice.”  

Sarah found NFP to be a positive experience
right from the start.  “As a newlywed, I wanted to
be absolutely certain that our relationship would
not be purely physical. I wanted to have a
healthy sexual relationship with my husband,

and not have sex be the glue that held us to-
gether. By having periods of abstinence, we have
never considered using sex as a reward or deny-
ing sex as a punishment to one another. I feel in-
credibly respected by my husband.”

“Honestly,” Sarah continues, “I am surprised
that women everywhere, especially feminists,
have not latched onto this concept.  NFP is fertil-
ity awareness.  The woman closely monitors her
body for the signs of fertility, then makes a con-
scious decision to avoid pregnancy or achieve
pregnancy. It’s very liberating to have full control
of my body and a true choice.” 

The couples’ practice of NFP got even better
shortly after they moved from North Carolina to
Westport in 2006. As Sarah explains, “Not long
after we relocated, we learned that NFP classes
were being offered in Plattsburgh. We decided to
take the class since everything we knew at the
time we had learned from a book. We thought it
would be nice to have some reassurance we were
using the method appropriately. 

This course used the Northwest Family Serv-
ices program materials, and there were a few dif-
ferences between that system and the one we
had learned originally,” she said. “Best of all, we
learned that we were being more conservative
than we needed to be: the knowledge we gained
actually lessened the time of abstinence for us!”

Yet, Matt agrees, even the times of abstinence
have their value. 

“Our culture bombards us with the idea that
sex equals love or that sex is the deepest kind of
love, and neither is true,” he said. “Unlike birth
control, NFP encourages both husband and wife

to work together in taking an active, conscious
decision to love each other each day. 

“Practicing abstinence to avoid pregnancy en-
courages us to think of other ways to love and
care for one another and promotes a greater ap-
preciation for sexual intimacy when we share it,”
he said. “Natural Family Planning is a great way
to love unconditionally because it says, ‘I love
you and the fertility God gave you’.”

Sarah, too, finds this way of life enriching.  
“NFP has greatly improved my relationship

with my husband, and it has made us better par-
ents,” she said. “The foundation of the Church is
family and community.  We’d love to see a ripple
effect of other couples gaining what we have
gained: not a perfect relationship, but a relation-
ship built on a solid foundation of mutual love
and respect for ourselves and for God.” 

This intersection of faith, love, and life led the
couple to become NFP teachers themselves.  “We
saw a need,” says Sarah, “and felt it was an area
we were both passionate about. I went through
the Lay Ministry program, and its workshop on
family life.  Both Matt and I feel called to be of
service to families.”

Matt echoes this thought. 
“For a long time I have felt God calling us as a

couple to minister to other couples, and teaching
NFP seems like a great way to do that,” he said.
“The teacher training course took a lot of time
and effort, and we both struggled to fit it into
our already busy lives.  There were many
quizzes and written assignments, and a lot of
studying. Now I am looking forward to sharing
all the benefits of NFP with other couples, espe-
cially those preparing for marriage. 

“This is a big part of what marriage as a voca-
tion is all about, loving and serving Christ in one
another—but also in his Church,” he said.

The couple realizes the challenges they face.
“Even among Catholic couples, NFP use is rare,”
Matt explains, “because there are so many mis-
conceptions about it: that it is the same as
Rhythm, or that NFP means having no control
over when you have children. In reality, NFP is
one of the most effective methods of family
planning.”  

“Many people feel the Church is uninformed in
her view of contraception,” Sarah adds. “I would
propose that people need the opportunity to ex-
perience the difference in order to see for them-
selves the goodness of NFP. 

“Please know the Church does not condemn
those who choose contraception,” she said. “The
Church says that contraception is harmful, and
that there is a better way. We are not here to criti-
cize or judge. Please consider taking the classes,
even if it is just to learn more about the beauty
of the human body and of human sexuality!” 

---
[The Bosleys can be reached at 518-962-8996,

or via email: sbosley@westelcom.com.]

Meet the Bosleys: diocese’s new NFP teachers

Sarah and Matthew Bosley have completed their NFP teacher-train-
ing program with Northwest Family Services of Portland, OR. In con-
junction with the Diocesan NFP Office, they recently taught their first
series of NFP classes as part of a supervised practicum.   The Bosleys,
parishioners of St. Elizabeth's Church in Elizabethtown, look forward
to sharing the good news of NFP in the eastern part of our diocese. 
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NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING

WEEK... JULY 20-26
“Natural Family Planning:

It’s worth it!  Join the revolu-
tion!” is the theme of this
year’s Natural Family Plan-
ning Awareness Week, a na-
tional educational campaign
of the United States Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops
(USCCB) to celebrate God’s
vision for marriage and pro-
mote the methods of Natu-
ral Family Planning. 

Natural Family Planning
(NFP) is an umbrella term
for the safe, natural and ef-
fective methods of both
achieving and avoiding
pregnancy. NFP methods
teach couples how to ob-
serve and interpret the
woman’s signs of fertility
and infertility. In the words
of the Catechism of the
Catholic Church, NFP meth-
ods “respect the bodies of
the spouses, encourage ten-
derness between them and
favor the education of an
authentic freedom.” (CCC,
no. 2370)

The dates of Natural Fam-
ily Planning Awareness
Week are: July 20-26th,
2014. These dates highlight
the anniversary of the papal
encyclical Humanae Vitae
(July 25) which articulates
Catholic beliefs about
human sexuality, marriage,
conjugal love and responsi-
ble parenthood. The dates
also mark the feast of Saints
Joachim and Anne (July 26),
the parents of the Blessed
Mother. 

The Diocesan NFP Office
joins with the U.S. bishops
in highlighting the benefits
of NFP.  As in the past, bul-
letin announcements and
suggested intercessions for
the Prayer of the Faithful
have been made available
on the pastoral documenta-
tion page of the diocesan
website. 

This year the Diocesan
NFP Office has also  joined
the Offices of  PreCana,
Evangelization, and Faith
Formation to offer a work-

shop, Building Strong Fami-
lies July 26 in Norfolk.

In his NFP Awareness
Week letter (see page 3).
Bishop LaValley reminds us
that, “This week provides us
with an opportune moment
to focus again on God’s will
for our families…This vision
that sees sexuality through
the lens of faith reveals an
authentic stewardship of
God’s gifts of sex and love.
.Natural Family Planning
provides a married couple
with a vision of family life
where faith is renewed,
hope is nurtured, and love
is discovered anew.”  

Want to learn more about
NFP ? See,
www.rcdony.org/nfp, or
visit the NFP section of the
USCCB website at,
http://www.usccb.org/is-
sues-and-action/marriage-
and-family/natural-family-pl
anning/what-is-
nfp/index.cfm. 

Local classes are available
through the Diocesan NFP
Office; contact api-
etropaoli@rcdony.org or call
518-483-0459.  

Don’t have time to attend
an in-person class? Learn
NFP in the comfort of your
home by contacting one of
the NFP providers listed at:
http://www.usccb.org/is-
sues-and-action/marriage-
and-family/natural-family-pl
anning/nfp-home-study.cfm
.The Catholic Church invites
all the faithful to embrace
God’s plan for married love.
Learn more about these
beautiful teachings which
support the use of NFP in
marriage at:
http://www.usccb.org/is-
sues-and-action/marriage-
and-family/natural-family-pl
anning/catholic-teaching. 

Please join the diocesan
NFP team to spread the
word about God’s design for
married love and the gift of
life as well as the methods
of NFP. Contact us to get in-
volved!

Celebrating 
God’s vision 
for marriage
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NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING WEEK - JULY 20-26

By Suzanne Pietropaoli
Diocesan NFP director

For Matthew and Sarah Bosley of Westport,
learning and using Natural Family Planning was
such a positive experience that they wanted to
share their knowledge with others.  After com-
pleting nearly two years of intensive study in the
teacher certification program with Northwest
Family Services, they are currently working
through their supervised practicum under the di-
rection of the Diocesan NFP Office.  

Honestly,I am surprised that women 
everywhere, especially feminists, have 
not latched onto this concept.  NFP is

fertility awareness....It’s very liberating  to 
have full control of my body and a true choice

Sarah Bosley

So why would a pair of highly intelligent, well-
educated 30 year-olds with two full-time jobs
and three young children make such a commit-
ment? 

That story begins at Hiram College in Ohio,
where the couple met and where both earned
bachelors’ degrees in education; they were en-
gaged to be married shortly after graduation. 

Sarah relates, “We explored birth control op-
tions and none sounded appealing. NFP was in-
triguing, but we were concerned about reliability
and the challenge of abstinence.  Unable to find
instructors in the area, I purchased the Couple to
Couple League manual, read it cover to cover,
and was hooked from that point forward.”  

Matt admits to being a bit hesitant at first: “I
was skeptical that it would be effective as a way
to avoid pregnancy, and the idea of regular peri-
ods of abstinence didn’t appeal to me that much.
I figured that if I was getting married, I would not
have to be abstinent any more.  But I wasn’t en-
thusiastic about the other methods, either.”  

As part of their marriage preparation process,
the Bosleys attended a couples’ retreat at a local
parish that included instruction from a married
couple.  

“Hearing about their experience with NFP was
thought-provoking,” Matt recalls. “The idea of
avoiding pregnancy without the use of barriers
or chemicals was very attractive to me.  By the
time Sarah and I were married, I was much more
open to using NFP, and my appreciation for it
grew as we put it into practice.”  

Sarah found NFP to be a positive experience
right from the start.  “As a newlywed, I wanted to
be absolutely certain that our relationship would
not be purely physical. I wanted to have a
healthy sexual relationship with my husband,

and not have sex be the glue that held us to-
gether. By having periods of abstinence, we have
never considered using sex as a reward or deny-
ing sex as a punishment to one another. I feel in-
credibly respected by my husband.”

“Honestly,” Sarah continues, “I am surprised
that women everywhere, especially feminists,
have not latched onto this concept.  NFP is fertil-
ity awareness.  The woman closely monitors her
body for the signs of fertility, then makes a con-
scious decision to avoid pregnancy or achieve
pregnancy. It’s very liberating to have full control
of my body and a true choice.” 

The couples’ practice of NFP got even better
shortly after they moved from North Carolina to
Westport in 2006. As Sarah explains, “Not long
after we relocated, we learned that NFP classes
were being offered in Plattsburgh. We decided to
take the class since everything we knew at the
time we had learned from a book. We thought it
would be nice to have some reassurance we were
using the method appropriately. 

This course used the Northwest Family Serv-
ices program materials, and there were a few dif-
ferences between that system and the one we
had learned originally,” she said. “Best of all, we
learned that we were being more conservative
than we needed to be: the knowledge we gained
actually lessened the time of abstinence for us!”

Yet, Matt agrees, even the times of abstinence
have their value. 

“Our culture bombards us with the idea that
sex equals love or that sex is the deepest kind of
love, and neither is true,” he said. “Unlike birth
control, NFP encourages both husband and wife

to work together in taking an active, conscious
decision to love each other each day. 

“Practicing abstinence to avoid pregnancy en-
courages us to think of other ways to love and
care for one another and promotes a greater ap-
preciation for sexual intimacy when we share it,”
he said. “Natural Family Planning is a great way
to love unconditionally because it says, ‘I love
you and the fertility God gave you’.”

Sarah, too, finds this way of life enriching.  
“NFP has greatly improved my relationship

with my husband, and it has made us better par-
ents,” she said. “The foundation of the Church is
family and community.  We’d love to see a ripple
effect of other couples gaining what we have
gained: not a perfect relationship, but a relation-
ship built on a solid foundation of mutual love
and respect for ourselves and for God.” 

This intersection of faith, love, and life led the
couple to become NFP teachers themselves.  “We
saw a need,” says Sarah, “and felt it was an area
we were both passionate about. I went through
the Lay Ministry program, and its workshop on
family life.  Both Matt and I feel called to be of
service to families.”

Matt echoes this thought. 
“For a long time I have felt God calling us as a

couple to minister to other couples, and teaching
NFP seems like a great way to do that,” he said.
“The teacher training course took a lot of time
and effort, and we both struggled to fit it into
our already busy lives.  There were many
quizzes and written assignments, and a lot of
studying. Now I am looking forward to sharing
all the benefits of NFP with other couples, espe-
cially those preparing for marriage. 

“This is a big part of what marriage as a voca-
tion is all about, loving and serving Christ in one
another—but also in his Church,” he said.

The couple realizes the challenges they face.
“Even among Catholic couples, NFP use is rare,”
Matt explains, “because there are so many mis-
conceptions about it: that it is the same as
Rhythm, or that NFP means having no control
over when you have children. In reality, NFP is
one of the most effective methods of family
planning.”  

“Many people feel the Church is uninformed in
her view of contraception,” Sarah adds. “I would
propose that people need the opportunity to ex-
perience the difference in order to see for them-
selves the goodness of NFP. 

“Please know the Church does not condemn
those who choose contraception,” she said. “The
Church says that contraception is harmful, and
that there is a better way. We are not here to criti-
cize or judge. Please consider taking the classes,
even if it is just to learn more about the beauty
of the human body and of human sexuality!” 

---
[The Bosleys can be reached at 518-962-8996,

or via email: sbosley@westelcom.com.]

Meet the Bosleys: diocese’s new NFP teachers

Sarah and Matthew Bosley have completed their NFP teacher-train-
ing program with Northwest Family Services of Portland, OR. In con-
junction with the Diocesan NFP Office, they recently taught their first
series of NFP classes as part of a supervised practicum.   The Bosleys,
parishioners of St. Elizabeth's Church in Elizabethtown, look forward
to sharing the good news of NFP in the eastern part of our diocese. 
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By Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- More than a
meeting and homily, Pope
Francis laid out a clear road
map for the church when he
celebrated Mass and wel-
comed abuse survivors to
the Vatican. 
The morning he dedicated

to six men and women who
had been abused by clergy
was a powerful combination
of upholding the impor-
tance of having the letter of
the law and displaying the
proper spirit behind it. 
Jesuit Father Hans Zollner,

a German psychologist and
psychotherapist who ac-
companied the two abuse
survivors from Germany
July 7, said: "This is not

only about the letter of the
law. This has to come from
the heart if this is to really
take fruit" and make real,
lasting change. 
The homily-plan of action

repeated calls for zero toler-
ance and accountability for
the "despicable" crime of
abuse and underlined con-
tinued commitment to vigi-
lance in priestly formation
and better policies, proce-
dures and training for the
implementation norms. 
But most striking that day,

some of the visiting sur-
vivors said, were not the
pronouncements at Mass,
but the heart that went into
the patient, one-on-one lis-
tening later, in private. 
While Pope Benedict XVI

began the highly symbolic
meetings with groups of

survivors with his 2008 visit
to Washington D.C., Pope
Francis took the practice
further. 
He invited survivors to

the heart of the church in
Rome for a real sit-down
conversation -- devoid of
aides and officials, for a
total of two and a half
hours. 
"The pope gave so much

time. There was no hurry,
there was no clock watch-
ing. Each survivor got the
time they needed to tell the
pope their story or whatever
they wanted to say," said
Marie Collins, who accompa-
nied one of the two sur-
vivors from Ireland for the
closed-door papal meeting. 
"It was wonderful to see

the pope listening so in-
tently, for the survivor to
feel heard and have the op-
portunity to say everything
they wanted to say," said
Collins, who is also a sur-
vivor of clerical abuse. 
The eye contact, the silent

reflection and how the pope
reacted all showed how "it
must have been hugely
emotional for him as well as
for each of the survivors,"
she said. 
This seemingly simple

feature of limited distrac-
tions and formalities ended
up being an unexpected
turning point for many of
the visitors, Collins said,
even "life-changing" for an-
other who later spoke to the
press. 
Collins and Father Zollner,

both members of the new
Pontifical Commission for
the Protection of Minors,
said listening not just to
groups but to the personal
stories of individual sur-
vivors is a message to all
bishops of what they should
be doing in their own coun-
tries. 
"Now every victim in the

world can say, 'Look, you
have to do what the pope
did,'" Father Zollner said. 
Collins said: "It's a win-

win situation. For the sur-
vivors it can be very healing
to be listened to" and when
church leaders hear and

learn more about the nature
and effects of the abuse, "it
can help them" in seeing
what should be done. 
But because what can be

done and how to go about it
are not always clear, dozens
of church leaders meet
every year for the Anglo-
phone Conference on the
Safeguarding of Children,
Young People and Vulnera-
ble Adults. 
Founded in 1996, the an-

nual conference brings to-
gether experts and church
delegates from around the
globe, to share best prac-
tices and develop solid
norms in the prevention
and handling of the scandal
of sexual abuse. 
Collins and Father Zollner

were among the speakers at
the July 7-11 conference,
which was being held in
Rome the same week the
pope met with victims. 
Deacon Bernard Nojadera,

executive director of the
U.S. bishops' Secretariat of
Child and Youth Protection,
said the Anglophone confer-
ence "is like a think tank"
where people can bounce
ideas around and have a
healthy dialogue. 
There can never be a

"cookie-cutter approach,"
said Francesco Cesareo,
chairman of the U.S. Na-
tional Review Board, be-
cause different cultures
have different attitudes
about how to talk about sex-
uality. 
But, he said, common

sense patterns emerge and,
with input from the Vati-
can's Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith, which
deals with sex abuse cases,
the conference "brings a re-
alistic sense of what can be
done." 
Bishop R. Daniel Conlon

of Joliet, Illinois, chairman
of the U.S. bishops' Commit-
tee on the Protection of
Children and Young People,
said in one sense, respond-
ing to the abuse crisis
should seem very simple.
After all, "it is shepherding
and a caring for the flock,
but the milk is out of the
bottle," he said, adding,
"Humpty Dumpty is broke." 
No matter what gets done

for victims or perpetrators,
"it won't repair the damage,"
he said. 
Cesareo said that's why so

much talk must look at the
future. 
"How will the church pre-

vent the same level of
abuse? We should be pre-
pared for the future and
that's more difficult," he
said. 
"This is just planting the

seeds," Deacon Nojadera
added. Problems will still
exist and some forms of
abuse will happen, he said,
be the church must have "a
culture that's reliable,"
where everyone knows what
warning signs to look for
and where to get help. 
In the church's decades-

long evolution of grappling
with the reality of abuse
within its own walls, Father
Zollner said laws won't mat-
ter unless there is "a whole
change of culture within the
church," one that is no
longer "drawn to secrecy,"
cover-ups and siding with
the perpetrator, but to open-
ness to the truth and listen-
ing to victims. 
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VATICAN LETTER

Pope offers abuse victims open ear

CNS PHOTO/CAROL GLATZ
Marie Collins, a clerical sexual abuse sur-
vivor from Ireland and a member of the
new Pontifical Commission for the Pro-
tection of Minors, poses for a photo dur-
ing a conference on child protection at
the Pontifical Irish College in Rome July
9. Collins was present during Pope Fran-
cis' July 7 meeting with six men and
women who had been abused by clergy. 
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July 18 – 12 p.m., Mass at St. Mary's
Cathedral

July 20 - 8:15 a.m., Mass at St. Mar-
tin's Church in Port Leyden
10 a.m., Mass at St. Mary's Church in
Constableville

July 21 - 10:50 a.m., Mass at St.
Joseph's Home in Ogdensburg

July 22 – 12 p.m., Mass at St. Mary's
Cathedral

4 p.m., Mass at Camp Guggenheim
in Saranac Lake

July 24 – 12 p.m., Mass at St. Mary's
Cathedral

July 25 – 10:50 a.m., Mass at St.
Joseph's Home in Ogdensburg

July 27 – 12:15 p.m., Knights of
Columbus Mass & Pilgrimage to St.
Ann's Shrine in Isle LaMotte, VT

July 29 –31 Catholic Leadership Insti-
tute Workshop in Charlotte, NC

Bishop’s Schedule

FRACKING?
As we enjoy the sparkling beauty

of water in our North Country these
summer days, we are grateful for its
refreshment and the relaxation that it
offers for body and soul.  Jesus knew
its life-giving, healing power as he
spent much time near water and
used it to teach lessons about life.

One way we can show our appreci-
ation for this gift of water is to learn
more about the ethical concerns re-
garding hydro-fracking, a process of
extracting natural gas from the earth.  

This process uses millions of gal-
lons of fresh water to drill each well,
and highly toxic waste water is
flushed back out of the well. Often
this toxic wastewater is transported
to other sites. 

There are local communities, such
as  Plattsburgh,  which have passed a
ban on accepting any  fracking wastes
from other neighboring states.  Re-
cently, the NYS Court of Appeals up-
held the rights of cities and towns to
make decision regarding  fracking
within their borders. 

The present five year  moratorium
on fracking in NYS  will expire this fall,
and the decision on whether to allow
fracking or to extend the Moratorium
for another 3-5 years will be decided
by Governor Cuomo. Take action this
week.  

Learn more about the issue and its
ethical concerns. suggested web sites
are: USCCB (US Catholic Conference of
Bishops), Catholic Rural Life, Catholic
Coalition on Climate Change, NYS
Catholic Conference ,and Food and
Water Watch.  

Contact your legislators and Gover-
nor Cuomo’s office (518-474-8390) or
http://www.governor.ny.gov/con-
tact/Governor ContactForm.php ex-
pressing any questions and concerns
that you may have about this process
and its impact on the future of our
state. 

Environmental Stewardship

The Diocese of Ogdensburg has
scheduled sessions for Protecting
God's Children for Adults.
Pre-registration online is required in
order to participate. Participants
may preregister at www.virtus.org
by selecting the registration button
and following the directions. 
All employees and volunteers who
participate in church sponsored ac-
tivities with minor are required to
participate in this training. 
Further information is available
from Atonement Sister Ellen Don-
ahue, 315-393- 2920, ext. 1440.
Upcoming programs:
Aug. 20 - 6 p.m., Holy Name School,
AuSable Forks
Sept. 4 - 8 p.m., Wakefield Recital
Hall/SUNY Potsdam 

Protecting God’s Children

The next issue of the 
North Country Catholic
will be dated July 30

NO PAPER NEXT WEEK

If you have a complaint of suspected
misconduct involving diocesan
clergy, religious, employees or volun-
teers, contact Victims Assistance Co-
ordinator, Terrianne Yanulavich, Adult
& Youth Counseling Services of
Northern New York, PO Box 2446,
Plattsburgh, NY, 12901;  e-mail: terri-
anneyanulavich@yahoo.com   Phone:
518-483-3261; or Father James Sey-
mour, the  Episcopal Vicar for Clergy
at 315-393-2920 , ext.  1340

To Report Abuse

This week marks the anniversary 
of the deaths of the following 

clergymen men who have served 
in the Diocese of Ogdensburg

July 16 – Rev. Eugene Carroll, 1882;
Rev. James Torsney, 1958; Rev. Joseph
L. Quinn, 1970
July 18 – Msgr. Joseph D. Brault, 1966
July 19 – Rev. Francis E. Gilbert, 1939;
Rev. James Dewey, 1963; Rev. Arthur J.
Trudel, 1967; Msgr. Donald M. Kelly,
1969; Rev. Thomas A. Moody, 2010
July 20 – Rev. Francis Leo Desrosiers,
1956; Rev. J. Carlton Dewey, 1963
July 21 – Msgr. John H. O’Neill, 1938
July 24 – Rev. George Burque, 1897;
Rev. James Joseph Gainor,  1946; Rev.
Bartholemew Aloysius O’Connell,
1963; Rev. Henry Wilcott, 1965; Rev.
Francis Edic, O.F.M.Conv., 1975
July 25 – Rev. Simon Wallace, M.S.C.,
1941
July 26 – Rev. J. Owen Barry, O.S.A.,
1978
July 27 – Rev. John B. Chappel, M.S.C,
1884; Rev. Matthew J. Sweeney, 1935;
Rev. Daniel A. Harron, O.S.A., 1942;
Rev. Harold J. P. McCabe, 1976; Rev.
Daniel F. Lyddy, 2002

Rest in Peace

MALONE – Florence “Ricci”
Duffee, LMSW, joined the
staff of Catholic Charities at
57 Rennie Street.
Duffee provides counsel-

ing for individuals ages 16
and up.  She specializes in
helping people deal with
anxiety, depression and

trauma. 
Counseling hours are 8:00

a.m. – 4:00 p.m. on Mondays.  
Catholic Charities accepts

some insurances and also
operates on a sliding fee
scale. 
Further information is

available at 518-483-1460.

Catholic Charities
hires new staffer

By David Agren 
Catholic News Service 

SAN PEDRO SULA, HONDURAS (CNS) --
Bishops' conferences from
five countries called on
Catholics, politicians and so-
ciety at large to confront the
issues causing a flow of un-
accompanied minors from
Central America -- and to
tend to them as they travel
through Mexico and arrive at
the U.S. border. 
"Bishops and their workers

reiterate the urgency of the
respecting human dignity of
the undocumented migrants,
strengthening governmental
institutions ... firmly combat-
ing the reprehensible activity
of illegal groups and organ-
ized crime ... and investing
in Central America," the bish-
ops' conferences of El Sal-
vador, Honduras, Guatemala,
Mexico and the United States
said in a July 10 statement. 
"We call on business lead-

ers, especially Catholics, to
invest and contribute to the
promotion of justice and
equality. We exhort parents
to not expose their children
to the dangers of the danger-
ous journey toward Mexico
and the United States. And
we ask society to in general
to assume their rightful
roles." 
The arrival of so many un-

accompanied children has
overwhelmed U.S. agencies,
which were unprepared for
such an influx. The U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Patrol has
detained more than 57,000
unaccompanied children
since the fiscal year began
Oct. 1, double last year's fig-
ure and up fourfold from
2012. 
The majority of those are

from Guatemala, El Salvador
and Honduras, where
poverty and gang violence
have are prompting the flow.
Honduras, for example, has a
homicide rate topping 90 per

100,000 residents. 
Another factor is rumors --

reportedly fostered by
human smugglers -- that mi-
nors arriving at the U.S. bor-
der will be allowed to stay.
This leads some parents al-
ready in the United States to
send for children they have
not seen in years. 
"These children leave their

countries, pushed by misery,
violence or a desire to re-
unite with parents or family
members, who have already
migrated, and then confront
all kinds of deprivations and
dangers, experience a terri-
ble humanitarian crisis," read
the letter, whose signatories
included Cardinal Oscar Ro-
driguez Maradiaga of Teguci-
galpa, president of
Honduran bishops' confer-
ence, and Auxiliary Bishop
Eusebio L. Elizondo of Seat-
tle, president of the U.S. bish-
ops' migration committee. 
"This dramatic situation af-

fects all of us and we must
commit ourselves to 'global-
ize solidarity,' recognizing,
respecting and defending the
life, dignity and rights of
every person, independent

of their migratory condition,"
the bishops said. 
President Barack Obama

has called the arrival of so
many young Central Ameri-
cans a humanitarian crisis
and cautioned that the influx
will exhaust resources unless
more money is allocated to
house, feed and process mi-
grant children. 
The U.S. government is

also pushing public service
announcements in Central
America to warn of the risks
of heading to the United
States, which include kidnap,
robbery and rape. 
Workers at a center for de-

portees in San Pedro Sula, a
city with one of the world's
highest homicide rates at
more than 150 per 100,000
residents, say circumstances
at home and a desire to re-
unite with family would
cause many to overlook the
risks of migrating. 
In their statement, the

bishops committed to con-
tinue working to keep mi-
grants safe and to seek
solutions to prevent people
from leaving their places of
origin. 
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AT A GLANCE
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Divine Mercy is focus of official logo, prayer of World Youth Day 2016 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- The official logo and prayer for World Youth Day 2016
were unveiled in the event's host city -- Krakow, Poland -- by the city's arch-
bishop, Cardinal Stanislaw Dziwisz. The Vatican released the information the
same day, July 3. The logo and prayer focus on the theme chosen by Pope Fran-
cis from the Gospel of Matthew: "Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive
mercy." The logo, created by Monika Rybczynska, 28, with help from Emilia
Pyza, 26, features a red and blue flame of Divine Mercy flowing from a gold
cross that is surrounded by a red outline of the map of Poland. A gold dot rep-
resents the city of Krakow on the map and symbolizes the youth. The red, blue
and yellow colors represent the official colors of Krakow and the city's coat of
arms. The prayer begins with a line from St. John Paul II's homily at the dedica-
tion of the Shrine of Divine Mercy in Krakow in 2002: "God merciful father, in
your son, Jesus Christ, you have revealed your love and poured it out upon us in
the Holy Spirit, the comforter, we entrust to you today the destiny of the world
and of every man and woman." The Archdiocese of Krakow is the former see of
St. John Paul and is home to the Divine Mercy shrine. St. John Paul had a great
devotion to Divine Mercy, the recognition of God's mercy as demonstrated in
his sending his son to die for the sins of humanity. The international gathering
is scheduled for July 26-31, 2016, with Pope Francis and youth from all over
the world. 

U.S. bishops laud court's Hobby Lobby ruling, but say fight continues 
WASHINGTON (CNS) -- The Supreme Court's June 30 ruling that certain busi-
nesses, based on their religious objections, can be exempted from a govern-
ment requirement to include contraceptives in their employee health insurance
coverage means "justice has prevailed," said two U.S. archbishops. "We wel-
come the Supreme Court's decision to recognize that Americans can continue
to follow their faith when they run a family business," said Archbishop Joseph
E. Kurtz of Louisville, Kentucky, president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops, and Archbishop William E. Lori of Baltimore, chairman of the U.S. bishops'
Ad Hoc Committee for Religious Liberty. The court in its 5-4 ruling said that
Hobby Lobby and Conestoga Woods, the two family-run companies that ob-
jected to the government mandate that employees be covered for a range of
contraceptives, including drugs considered to be abortifacients, are protected
from the requirement of the Affordable Care Act under the Religious Freedom
Restoration Act. Activists on both sides of the issue gathered outside the U.S.
Supreme Court on a hot Washington morning awaiting the decision and when
it was announced, supporters hailed it as a religious liberty issue and oppo-
nents called it a setback to women's health care. Although Catholic leaders and
other religious groups hailed the decision as a victory for religious freedom,
they also said the issue is not resolved since the government mandate requires
nonprofit organizations such as Catholic charities, hospitals and schools to pro-
vide contraceptive coverage

Bishops from five 
countries ask society to
confront migration issues 
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS

Our part: pray and work for justice, peace
Have you ever watched a

sunset over Lake
Ontario or the St.
Lawrence River?
It’s an awesome
sight as the sun
turns slowly into an
ever-deeper red.  Fi-
nally, it touches the
horizon and disap-
pears.  

The beauty of the
moment leaves one
speechless.

How do you de-
scribe a sunset?  You
can’t, really.  In
today’s Gospel, Jesus tried
to describe heaven.  He
used parables:  “The king-
dom of heave is like…”
First, he uses the parable of
the wheat and the weeds.
“The kingdom of heaven
may be likened to a man

who sowed good seed in his
field.  While every-
one was asleep, his
enemy came and
sowed weeds all
through the wheat,
and then went
away.” 

Now, modern-day
techniques of bio-
agriculture have vir-
tually done away
with weeds through
the spraying of three
chemicals right after
the seed is planted.
So where do we go

with this parable today? 
For one thing, farmers

face much different prob-
lems every year.  Often, in
recent years, it’s severe
drought.  California and
Texas are often badly af-
fected.  Crops are still de-

pendent on water from the
heavens to grow.    There
are signs all over the south
and west that say, “Pray for
rain”.  

At the same time, severe
flooding in northern states -
Montana, the Dakotas, and
Minnesota -have prevented
farmers from early planting.  

How dependent we are on
God’s mercy. For farmers,
it’s in the sun and the rain.
But Jesus in today’s parable
likens weeds to sin.  Sin pre-
vents the Word of God from
growing in our hearts and in
our souls.  

Do you remember that
wonderful comic strip
POGO?  One of Pogo’s fa-
mous sayings was,  “We
have met the enemy, and it
is us.”   By our sins,  we are
the enemies planting weeds

in God’s garden of grace.
Sometimes it’s through

bad example, or through
our failures to instruct our
children, or when we fail to
help our neighbor in need
or in distress, when we fail
to support Catholic teaching
in our conversation or in
our actions.  

We need to look into our
hearts to see in what ways
we are responsible.  

What then?  
We ask the Holy Spirit for

the grace to repent, to make
a good confession, and to
change our ways.

But even the righteous
need to take care in labeling
others as “children of evil”.
Notice what advice the
farmer in the parable gives
his workers?   He tells them
to let the weeds grow with
the wheat.  

The harvest-time is com-
ing (in other words, the final
judgment).   Be patient,
Jesus tells us.  Work and
pray to change hearts,
Heavy-handed crusaders
sometimes do more harm
than good.  Use charity, gen-
tleness, good example and
prayer.  Maybe they will
have a change of heart be-
fore God has to take action.
Our part is to pray and work
for justice—and peace.

RESPECT LIFE

By Kathleen M. Gallagher
Director of Pro-Life Activities
New York State Catholic Conference

On June 30 the U.S.
Supreme Court handed
down a decision in the case
of Burwell vs. Hobby Lobby. 

The Court said that the
owners of Hobby Lobby, the
Green family – devout Chris-
tians – are free to run their
business according to their
religious beliefs. The Greens
had objected to paying for
certain kinds of contracep-
tion in their employee
health insurance plan,
specifically, four different
kinds of contraception that
can cause early abortions.

The reaction to the deci-
sion was, hmmm -- how
shall I say this? -- a bit over
the top. You would have
thought the sky was falling. 

Planned Parenthood and
other abortion activists said
the Supreme Court had
“protected religious
tyranny” and they were
“waging a war on women.” 

(and why the sky 
is not falling)

Women, children and
families were “losing access
to health care,” they cried,
as Democrats in Congress
promised to right the wrong
that the 5-4 ruling had in-
flicted and restore to
women the choice to use
birth control.

Whoa. Hold on there. No-
body is taking away any-
body’s “choice.” Read the
Court’s decision. It’s still up
to women to use or not use
any form of birth control
they desire. They still have
the “right to privacy” guar-
anteed to them decades ago.
There is no war on women
and the sky is not falling.
Here’s why.

What the High Court said
was that federal policy can-

not substantially burden re-
ligious freedom unless it
serves a compelling
interest and is the
least restrictive
means of achieving
the goal. 

In plain English, the
justices said that
there are clearly alter-
native ways to ensure
that women won’t be
denied contraceptive
coverage that won’t
trample on anyone’s
religious liberty
rights. 

The Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS)
has already shown that they
can make other exemptions
and provide other accom-
modations to achieve the
government’s goals. The
Court based their decision
on the Religious Freedom
Restoration Act, a law spon-
sored by then-Congressman
Chuck Schumer, passed al-
most unanimously in 1993
and signed into law by Pres-
ident Clinton (all friends of
Planned Parenthood.)

Let’s not forget that never

before the Obama adminis-
tration’s implementation of

the 2010 Affordable
Care Act (ACA) did
women have free
birth control with no
co-pays. 

And it wasn’t even
Congress or the fed-
eral law that gave
that to them; it was
unelected HHS bu-
reaucrats who de-
fined “preventive
services” to include
contraception, steril-
ization and abortion-

inducing drugs!  
The Supreme Court did

not take that away from
women; they still have it.
Justice Alito in the majority
opinion goes out of his way
to say that women will still
be entitled to all FDA-ap-
proved contraceptives with-
out cost-sharing. But
for-profit employers like
Hobby Lobby, who hold pro-
found religious convictions
against them, will not have
to pay for them; either the
insurer or the government
or some other entity will

have to fund them.
So why all the hysteria?

Two reasons. Number one:
fundraising. Planned Parent-
hood and like-minded ac-
tivists are turning up the
rhetoric on this decision in
order to rake in the cash. If
they tell women their rights
are in jeopardy, even when
they’re not, and portray
themselves as the great pro-
tectors of those rights, they
will drive up donations for
their cause. 

Number two is much
more significant: this is not
about a war on women. This
is about a war on religion.  

This is about demanding
that religious people keep
their religion in church and
never ever share it in the
public square.

This is about disrespect-
ing religion and using the
coercive power of the gov-
ernment to shut religious
people up because they are
sending the wrong cultural
message. 

The hysteria and outrage
only makes sense if this is
understood. 

About that Hobby Lobby court decision

Monsignor
Paul E.
Whitmore

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time

READINGS
Wisdom 12:13, 16-19
Romans 8:26-27
Matthew 13:24-43 

JULY 20

Kathleen
Gallagher
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Bishop’s Fund raises record amount
By Valerie Mathews
Diocesan Bishop’s Fund director

OGDENSBURG - The 2013-2014
Bishop’s Fund Appeal has
raised the most funds ever in
its 55 year history. 

As of June 30, 2014, the
Bishop’s Fund Appeal col-
lected $1,296,023.37 from
10,513 households across
the Diocese of Ogdensburg
and beyond. This total sur-
passes the established goal
of $1,275,000.    

This year, all donations
that exceeded the goal will be
used to supplement the
Bishop’s Good Samaritan
Fund.  This fund, a ministry
of the annual Bishop’s Fund
Appeal, assists families and
individuals who are experi-
encing financial difficulties
due to work loss, house fires,
flooding, high medical ex-
penses and heating costs,
and other hardships.  

In addition to surpassing
its goal, there were 78 addi-
tional contributing house-

holds compared to the 2012-
2013 appeal.  

Each year, parishes are
given a suggested parish
goal for the appeal. This year,
53 parishes surpassed their
goals.

Bishop LaValley called the
Bishop’s Fund total “a re-
markable expression of gen-
erous hearts!”

“With those who benefit di-
rectly from the Bishop’s Fund
Appeal, I wish to express my

profound gratitude to all
who contributed to this
year’s successful Appeal,” the
bishop said. “In a very real
way, over 10,000 households
share in the ministries that
this appeal supports.” 

“I am also grateful to the
pastors, as well as to Mrs. Va-
lerie Mathews and the staff of
the Bishop’s Fund Office for
their key role in the appeal’s
success,” he said.

Bishop’s Fund ministries
The ministries supported

by the Bishop’s Fund include:
education of seminarians,
Family Life Office, Natural
Family Planning Office, Re-
spect Life Ministry Office,
Bishop’s Good Samaritan
Fund, Formation for Ministry
program, Office of Evange-
lization, Continuing Educa-
tion and Formation of
Priests, priests’ graduate
studies, Vocation Office, Per-
manent Deacons, Deacon
Formation Program, Tuition
Assistance program, Campus
Ministry program, matching
gifts to Catholic schools, De-
partment of Christian Forma-
tion, Diocesan Center of
Youth Ministry, Young Adult
Ministry Office, Guggenheim
Center and the Department
of Worship.

PHOTO BY LINDA ROSS
Bishop Terry R. LaValley is shown with members of the diocesan Development Office who announced that the 2013-2014 Bishop’s
Fund Appeal had reached a total of $1,296,023. This is the largest amount raised in the appeal’s 55 year history. From left are Renee
Grizzuto, office assistant; Bishop LaValley, Valerie Mathews,  Bishop’s Fund director; and Scott Lalone, executive director of the Devel-
opment Office.

NORFOLK - Dr. Angela Franks
will conduct the Building
Strong Families workshop
July 26 at the Church of the
Visitation parish cen-
ter.

Author, speaker,
professor and televi-
sion host, Dr. Franks
will focus the light of
Church teaching on
current cultural is-
sues that adversely
affect marriage - com-
mitment-phobia ,
pornography, “hook-
ing-up,” and unin-
tended consequences
of contraception.  

Interactive format and Q
and A will facilitate audience
participation at specific
points during the day-long
workshop.

Currently Director of The-
ological Programs for the
Theology Institute for the

New Evangelization at St.
John’s Seminary in Brighton,
MA, Dr. Franks earned her
Ph.D. in Theology from

Boston College. 
Her most recent

book, “Contraception
and Catholicism:
What the Church
Teaches and Why,”
has earned praise for
its engaging and ac-
cessible presentation
of truths that con-
fuse many Catholics.  

Cardinal Sean O’-
Malley of Boston
calls it “…a much-

needed resource that offers
clarity and understanding for
one of the Church’s most
misunderstood teachings…
Dr. Franks gives us an intelli-
gent, calm, and thoughtful
response… [She] writes
about sexual ethics in a way
that engages and even enter-

tains…
“Most importantly, how-

ever, her arguments and ex-
amples challenge all of us to
deeper conversion and holi-
ness in Christ. The Church’s
teaching on contraception is
an invitation for all of us to
embrace God’s will, which
will bring us true happiness
and peace. “Contraception
and Catholicism” will be a
rich resource for men and
women of all ages who seek
an ever-deeper appreciation
for the gift of human sexual-
ity and for the treasure of the
Church’s teaching…”

Registration for the Build-
ing Strong Families work-
shop may be made online at
rcdony.org/BSF.  Further in-
formation is available from
the Diocesan Natural Family
Planning Office: api-
etropaoli@rcdony.org or at
518-483-0459.

Dr. Angela
Franks

Building Strong Families
workshop set for July 26



By Kurt Jensen 
Catholic News Service 

"Tammy" (Warner Bros.)
makes a stab at adding
pathos to the well-worn
genre of road-trip-with-
salty-granny. 
It doesn't quite come off,

since the childlike title char-
acter, played by Melissa Mc-
Carthy, starts out as blithely
stupid, with earthbound
self-esteem, and ends up
just the same. 
Not only does she fail to

become any more self-aware
as the story proceeds, she
also lurches through an es-
calating series of bad
choices, including robbery
and destruction of property. 
Pearl, the grandmother

played by Susan Sarandon,
is no dispenser of elderly
wisdom. She's an alcoholic,
diabetic oxycontin addict in-
terested only in her own
carnal adventures. 
The journey through a

dreary Midwest that Tammy
undertakes in hopes of
bringing clarity to her exis-
tence becomes only a bur-
den, unrelieved by a
nonsensical romance that
appears to have been tossed
in at the last minute. 
McCarthy, who co-wrote

the script with director Ben
Falcone, evidently had a
sympathetic character in
mind. 

As the story begins,
Tammy is fired from her
fast-food job and finds that
her husband Greg (Nat
Faxon) has been having an
affair with her co-worker,
Missi (Toni Collette). 
Sucker-punched by life,

Tammy escapes to her
mother's house, conve-
niently located in the same
block, and announces her
plan to hit the road to set
her life in order. 
Mother Deb (Allison Jan-

ney) isn't interested, but
Pearl takes the bait right
away and offers her Cadillac
and $6,700 in cash for a
journey to Niagara Falls. 
Tammy and Pearl never

get there, instead spinning
through Kentucky and Mis-
souri. Pearl just wants to get
drunk and carry on with
Earl (Gary Cole), while
Tammy strikes up a tenta-
tive friendship with Earl's
son, Bobby (Mark Duplass). 
Their eventual "rescue"

comes from Pearl's wealthy -
- and gay -- cousin Lenore

(Kathy Bates). But that does-
n't prevent law enforcement
from catching up with
Tammy's destruction of the
Cadillac and a jet ski. 
Tammy's response to

every crisis is to make non-
sequitur wisecracks while
generally letting Pearl have
her way. 
McCarthy has ditched the

gross-out routines she's uti-
lized in other movies, but as
a character sketch, "Tammy"
is a botched portrait that
bogs down in a moral
morass. 
The film contains  some

profanities and sexual ban-
ter and pervasive rough and
crude language. 
The Catholic News Service

classification is A-III --
adults. The Motion Picture
Association of America rat-
ing is R -- restricted. 
Under 17 requires accom-

panying parent or adult
guardian. 
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AT THE MOVIES

TAMMY

CNS PHOTO/MICHAEL TACKETT, WARNER BROS. PICTURES
Melissa McCarthy and Susan Sarandon star in scene from movie "Tammy." 
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By Deacon Kevin Mastellon
Staff writer

Numbers have always in-
trigued me. I am not a sa-
vant, not even a
numerologist. I just like
counting things.
In my broadcasting days I

wrote computer programs
to track the votes on elec-
tion nights from all the
wards and towns and vil-
lages.  
Then there was the pro-

gram I wrote to track our
bowling team's progress
over the season. It became a
more elaborate, more so-
phisticated program each
week of the season...a sub-
tle change in a report here, a
new stat there. 
Not an obsession; just an

exercise in counting.
Which logically brings me

to the upcoming diocesan
census. I could not resist
the opportunity to be in-
volved in counting all the
Catholics in my parish, in
our diocese, so I find myself
on the committee formed to
give substance to our Envi-
sioning Teams' call for a
diocesan-wide Find Your
Home in Christ Census.
Since I also regularly con-

tribute to the North Country
Catholic I felt obliged to re-
port on the work of the
committee.  That felt awk-
ward.  So my editor, Mary
Lou, agreed to allow me to
treat this story in the first
person; a kind of chronicle

of our work as it progresses
as a way to report on the ac-
tivity.
So where do we begin?
Just how elaborate, how

demanding of the pastors
and the parish volunteers
should this census be?  
We are working on these

and many other issues. "We"
is the committee St. Joseph
Sister Shirley Ann Brown
has been given the privilege
of leading. 
This is the committee

charged with, among other
things, developing the form
to be used by all volunteers,
writing a manual for census
volunteers and training the
parish volunteers to do the
work.
This volunteer committee

will oversee what could eas-
ily prove to be one of the
most challenging, if not
most commented upon,
committee born of the Envi-
sioning process.
Joining Sister Shirley Anne

on the committee are Clau-
dia Fennell, Saranac Lake;
Anita Soltero, Plattsburgh;
Lorraine Turgeon, Westport;
Cheryl Learned, Malone;
Sean Curry, Blue Mountain
Lake; Phyllis Conley, Adams;
Michele Rosteck, Lowville,
Ron Romano, Ogdensburg;
Doug Premo, Massena; Anne
Marie Wiseman, Malone and
me.
We gathered for our first

meeting in Lake Clear in
mid-June and have monthly
meetings planned through
October.  Those meetings

will eventually be aug-
mented by deanery meet-
ings to train parish
volunteers.  Pastors have al-
ready received some prelim-
inary information and
direction from Sister Shirley
Anne.  
Committee members have

already developed a draft
census form. We hope to ap-
prove the final form at the
July meeting.
The Find Your Home in

Christ Census is one goal of
the Diocesan Vision. This
pillar is focused on Building
Parishes with Living Stones.
Perhaps you never thought
of yourself as a stone but
the reality is that parishes
are not brick and mortar,
they are us.  
This census will identify

us and our pastoral needs
and through the seemingly
mundane task of counting
heads, promote parishes
that are alive and respon-
sive. 
It will be a formidable task

but it is much more interest-
ing than keeping track of
bowling scores.

The pastoral vision for the Diocese of
Ogdensburg,  delivered  by Bishop
laValley at this year’s Chrism Mass
included three priorities with two
goals each.  This is the first in a se-
ries of articles describing the work
towards realizing each of the goals.

Bringing Vision to life

St. Joseph Sister Shirley Anne Brown, left, is the point person charged with meeting
the newly established  diocesan goal to complete a diocesan-wide Find Your Home in
Christ Census of all households between Oct. 1, 2014 and Aug., 2015. Sister Shirley Ann
met with committee members - including Anne Marie Wiseman of Malone, right - in
Lake Clear in June. Another committee member, Deacon Kevin Mastellon of Water-
town, shares personal reflections on the work of the committee in this article.

Counting all Catholics...
diocese to conduct census

OGDENSBURG - Registration is open for an
End of Life Issues Conference featuring
guest speaker Father Tad Pacholczyk,
PHD, Director of Education for the Na-
tional Catholic Bioethics Center. 
The one day workshop, to be held Sept.

6 from 9 a.m. to 5 at Wadhams Hall, will
address death, dying and decisions at the
end of life. 
The day will include a question and an-

swer panel with Kathleen Gallagher, Di-
rector of Pro-Life Activities for the NYS
Catholic Conference and the opportunity
for attendees to complete a Health Care
Proxy Form.  
Bishop LaValley will celebrate the clos-

ing Mass.. 
The cost of $20 includes lunch and

workshop materials. Registration may be
made at www.rcdony.org/pro-life. 

End of life conference set

Find Your Home in Christ
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FOLLOW ME

The Church of the North
Country is united in our
common pastoral vision to:
Find your home in
Christ: Renew Faith,
Nurture Hope, Dis-
cover Love.
This lifelong mis-

sion is motivated by
our earnest desire
to seek after God’s
will.  For too long,
we have been wan-
dering about aim-
lessly, seeking not
to do God’s will, but
to “do it my way,” as
that famous crooner
once sang.  For
many of us, our insatiable
desire to acquire things, our
chasing after fleeting pleas-
ures, and  our reluctance to
sacrifice for others have
pushed God’s will to the pe-
riphery of our lives.  
It is fitting that we are in-

vited, as this year’s slogan
says, to “Join the Revolu-
tion” as we celebrate Na-
tional Natural Family

Planning Awareness Week
on July 20-26.   
This week provides us

with an opportune
moment to focus
again on God’s will
for our families.
Such a focus can
lead to a real revo-
lution in how we
think about God
and how God’s will
must no longer take
a back seat to “my
way.”   
Our souls and so-

ciety have suffered
long enough with
God and His ways on

the sidelines of our lives:
more divorces, more unwed
parenthood, more pornogra-
phy, more abortions, and
less commitment, less trust,
less love.  
Given such a track record,

it is difficult to understand
why many argue that the
Church needs to accommo-
date, give in to what just
about “everybody else is

doing.”  
Natural Family Planning

(NFP) provides a married
couple with a vision of fam-
ily life where faith is re-
newed, hope is nurtured
and love is discovered
anew. Couples who practice
NFP constantly seek after
God’s will for their lives. 
“NFP promotes a vision of

sexuality that is worthy of
embracing:  a vision where
the body is a gift; a vision
that believes men and
women are first and fore-
most sons and daughters of
God; a vision that under-
stands that sex is not
merely recreation, but a re-
creation of the promises a
couple makes on their wed-
ding day to spend their life-
time together creating and
celebrating a love that is
free, total, faithful and fruit-
ful.” (Dr. Gregory K. Popcak)
This vision that sees sexu-

ality through the lens of
faith reveals an authentic
stewardship of God’s gifts of

sex and love.   This vision
embraces fertility as a gift,
not a disease.  

As we celebrate National 
Natural Family Planning

Awareness Week 

Children are the great gift
(not burden) of a loving God
who chooses to make mar-
ried couples co-creators
with Him of precious new
human persons who will
live forever.  
Let us all desire to learn

more about the beauty of
Natural Family Planning.  We
are blessed to have Suzanne
and Angelo Pietropaoli as
co-directors of our diocesan
Natural Family Planning Of-
fice. Visit our diocesan web-

site at www.rcdony.org/nfp,
contact them at api-
etropaoli@rcdony.org, or
call 518-483-0459 for more
information about NFP.   
Why not plan on attending

the Building Strong Families
Workshop on July 26 at the
Church of the Visitation
Parish Center in Norfolk and
learn more about God’s plan
for marriage. 
Our God always bestows

bountiful blessings upon
those who live and love gen-
erously.   It’s true--Natural
Family Planning is one vi-
tally important means of re-
newing faith, nurturing
hope and discovering au-
thentic love. Christ-led,
Christ-fed, and Hope- filled,
we pray for the grace to fol-
low Him who is the Way, the
Truth, and the Life.

Join the Revolution

Bishop
Terry R.
LaValley

Bishop Terry R. LaValley
has announced that two
grants of $5,000 each have
been disbursed to Saint
Alexander and St. Joseph’s
Parish, Morrisonville and St.
Vincent de Paul Parish,
Rosiere to assist them with
projects to improve accessi-
bility to their facilities for the
disabled. 
The funds are made avail-

able from the annual contri-
butions of the New York State
Knights of Columbus to the
Diocese of Ogdensburg and
are distributed by the dio-
cese on the recommendation
of Catholic Charities and the
Department of Education.  
In announcing the grants

to this year’s recipients,
Bishop LaValley noted the
generosity of the Knights
which “assist our diocesan

institutions in their efforts to
make Churches, schools and
parish centers accessible to
all people. I am most grateful
to the Knights of Columbus
for their generosity in this
area and in the many ways in
which they support the work
of the Church in our Dio-
cese.”
Announcement of the

availability of these grants
was made last April by
Catholic Charities and the
Department of Education.
The criteria for acceptability
of a request cover several
factors. Improvement in al-
ready existing programs or
facilities is considered as
well as program develop-
ment and the purchase of
special equipment. 
The grants awarded this

year will assist Father Scott

Seymour, pastor in Mor-
risonville, with funds to re-
place sidewalks between the
Church and the Religious Ed-
ucation Building. 
The sidewalk repair will in-

clude the addition of a ramp
for wheel chairs. When com-
pleted the project will allow
handicap accessibility to the
Church and the Religious Ed-
ucation Building. 
Missionary of the Sacred

Heart Father Pierre Aubin,
pastor of St. Vincent de Paul
Church in Rosiere, will apply
the grant to renovations to
the parish hall used by the
parish and the Knights of
Columbus.  
Handicap accessibility to

the parish hall will allow the
parish and the K of C to bet-
ter serve the parish and the
community. 

Diocesan grants to aid
projects for disabled 
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ADULT SUMMER RETREAT
Saranac Lake -A summer retreat in the
Adirondacks has been planned
Date: Aug. 22-24
Schedule: begins with supper on Fri and

concludes supper on Sun.
Place: Guggenheim Lodge
Speakers: Paul Gibaldi, wilderness

guide for 25 years, nature photographer,
and Sister Bethany Fitzgerald, SSJ, spiri-
tual director and adult faith educator.  
Cost: $150 Register no later than Au-

gust 20. (Limited to 10 adults - first
come basis) Registration fee of $25 is
due with registration.
Features: There will be times to reflect,

pray and to share with each other the
spiritual wisdom revealed to us by
God.Mass will be offered by Fr. Paul Kelly
on Sun. afternoon before dinner.
Contact: call 315-212-6592 or email sr-

beth@cit-tele.com.

ST. PETERS GOLF INVITATIONAL
Plattsburgh – The 19th annual St. Peter’s
Gold Invitational to be held.
Date: Aug. 1
Time: 12:30 p.m. shotgun start
Place: Adirondack Golf Club
Cost: $63 for non-Adirondack members;

$48 for Adirondack members; $22 for
Awards dinner only
Features: Proceeds will benefit Youth

Programs at St. Peter’s Church.  If you do
not have a team you can be paired with
players who have already registered.
There will be a dinner and awards cere-
mony, High Honors prizes, Hole in one
prizes, putting contest.  Hole assign-
ments and team pairings will be in the
Press Republican July 31.
Contact: John Mockry at 518-578-4927

or 518-562-4179 for registration form
and more information.  Registrations
due July 28.

FOUNDATION DAY CELEBRATION
Ellenburg Center – Our Lady of the
Adirondacks House of prayer will be hav-
ing a Foundation Day celebration.
Date: Aug. 9
Time: 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Speaker: Father Jack Downs on the

Mercy of God
Features: Confession, Adoration of the

Blessed Sacrament.  Bishop Terry LaVal-
ley presiding at Mass.  Lunch provided.
Donations appreciated.
Contact: RSVP by August 1 by email to

olaprayerhouse@gmail.com or call 518-
594-3253.  

DAY TRIP TO MONTREAL
Mooers Forks – The ladies of St. Ann’s
Society are sponsoring a day trip to
Montreal.
Date: Aug. 20
Cost: $41.50
Features: The focus is St. Joseph’s Ora-

tory, Brother Andre (Saint Andre) and
Kateri Tekakwitha Shrines.
Contact: Gloria LaFountain at 236-5509

or Betty Ashline 236-7416 before July
30.

INORABRASS CONCERT
Plattsburgh – Inorabrass concerts to be
held.
Schedule: Aug. 14 at 7 p.m. Waitsfield

Union Church, Waitsfield Village, VT;
Aug. 24 at 3 p.m. St. John the Baptist
Church, Plattsburgh.
Features: InoraBrass, named for the

Goddess of Mountain Snow, celebrates
the parallel between the majesty of
brass music and the natural beauty of
Vermont and Northern New York.  Free
admission, donations welcome!
Contact: In VT contact: (802) 595-0601

InoraBrass@gmail.com; In NY contact:
(518) 846-3211
destinobrass@twcny.rr.com  

FR. VENETTE CELEBRATION
Constable – In honor of the 30 years of
Ordination or our Pastor Father Howard
Venette, the CC of Constable, Westville &
Trout River invite your family to share a
Mass of Celebration.
Date: July 20
Time: 11 a.m.

Place: St. Francis Church
Features: A luncheon and reception f

served in the parish hall after Mass.

LATIN MASS
Constable - A Tridentine (Latin) Mass is
celebrated each Friday at 5:30 p.m. be-
ginning July 4 with Fr. Howard Venette
as the celebrant.  Mass will also be cele-
brated every first Saturday at 9 a.m.
Place: St. Francis of Assisi Church

CHICKEN BBQ
Indian Lake - Knights of Columbus coun-
cil 13102 will be having a Chicken BBQ.
Date: July 20
Time: Noon to 5 p.m.
Place: St. Mary’s Church
Cost: $10 per person (includes ½

chicken, corn on the cob, coleslaw, roll
and iced tea or lemonade to drink)

HOLY HOUR
Adams/Henderson – Parish holy hour s
to be held.

Schedule: July 24, 5:30pm – Queen of
Heaven; Aug 6, 6:30pm – St. Cecilia; Aug
28, 5:30pm – Queen of Heaven; Sept 3,
6:30pm - St. Cecilia; Sept 25, 5:30pm –
Queen of Heaven
Features: Praying for vocations and the

needs of our Church.

HEALING MASS
Raymondville – Healing Mass to be held.
Date: July 28

Time: 6:30 p.m.
Place: St. Raymond’s Church
Features: Rev. Douglas A. Decker, pastor

of St. Alphonsus-Holy Name of Jesus,
Tupper Lake, will be main con-celebrant
and homilist.  Confessions at 5:30 p.m.
and with Communal Anointing of the
sick and after Mass time for private
prayer for those who wish.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Massena - A summer kids' event called
Weird Animals Vacation Bible School.
Date: Aug. 4-8
Place: Emmanuel Congregational

Church.
Features: Children entering Kinder-

garten to grade 6  participate in Bible-
learning activities, play
teamwork-building games, make and
dig into yummy treats, experience Bible
adventures and make unique crafts.
Kids at Weird Animals VBS will join an
international mission effort to share
God's love by providing water for school
children in India. 
Contact: For more information, contact
any of these participating churches: St.
Mary and St. Joseph Church; Sacred
Heart Church and St. Lawrence; Em-
manuel Congregational Church; First
United Methodist Church; Grace United
Methodist Church; St. John's Episcopal
Church and City Reach Church Massena

LATIN MASS
Potsdam – A Tridentine (Latin) Mass is
celebrated each Sunday 
Time: 11:30 p.m.
Place: St. Mary's Church

BUILDING STRONG FAMILIES
Norfolk – A  “Building Strong Families”
workship will be held
Date: July 26
Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Place: Church of the Visitation Parish

Center
Cost: $20 (Includes lunch)
Features: Dr. Angela Franks-- author,

professor, speaker, television host— will
consider current issues that threaten
marriage, including commitment-pho-
bia, hook-up culture, pornography, defi-
nition of marriage, and unintended
consequences of contraception.  The day
will include prayer, discussion, practical
guidance for strengthening marriages.  
Registration: Register at

rcdony.org/BSF
Contact: Angelo/Suzanne Pietropaoli ,

apietropaoli@rcdony.org,  or at 518-483-
0459.

PRAYER RALLY
Ogdensburg –The third annual prayer
rally  to show support for life, traditional
marriage and other Catholic Values has
been planned.
Date: Aug. 3
Time: 2 p.m. to 4
Place: St. Mary’s Cathedral
Features: There will be speakers, includ-

ing Bishop LaValley, a prayer service and
recitation of the Rosary.  We will also
have a small ceremony at the Monu-
ment of the Unborn on the grounds of
the Cathedral.  A reception will follow at
the cathedral.

PILGRIMAGE TO ST. ANNE’S SHRINE
Isle LaMotte, VT - Knights of Columbus,
their families and friends from through-
out the Diocese of Ogdensburg will par-
ticipate in the 66th annual pilgrimage to
St. Anne’s Shrine.
Date: July 27
Schedule: 12:15 p.m. Mass by Bishop

LaValley. Following Mass, Bishop LaVal-
ley will join the pilgrims for a picnic
lunch on the Shrine’s beautiful grounds.
All pilgrims are invited to the picnic
lunch and if practical asked to bring a
dish to share. The Knights will provide
hot dogs, michigans, hamburgers and
beverages. Benediction will take place at
about 3 p.m.
Contact: Pilgrimage Coordinator Peter

Keenan at 518-643-9241 

JOURNEY TO EASTERN EUROPE
Father Amyot will be leading a pilgrim-
age visiting the land of St. John Paul II. 
Date: November 3- 14
Cost: Only $3129 from Montreal

(Air/land price is $2449 plus $680 gov-
ernment taxes/airline fuel surcharges)
Visiting: Warsaw, Krakow, Budapest, Vi-
enna, Prague
Features: First Class/Select Hotels, most

meals with comprehensive sightseeing
Contact: For a brochure and more infor-

mation contact: Fr. Andrew Amyot at
(315) 384-2064
or mail: P.O. Box 637, Norfolk, NY 13667
e-mail: fraamyot2@twcny.rr.com Space
is limited! Call today!

10 DAY ADVENT PILGRIMAGE
Father  Donald  Robinson, pastor St. An-
thony’s and St. Patrick’s in Watertown,
will be hosting a pilgrimage to the Holy
Land.  
Date: Dec. 1-10, 2014
Cost: $2997
Features: Haifa, Tiberias, Nazareth,

Bethlehem, Jerusalem.
Contact: 782-1190 for brochure

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to “Around the Diocese”. 
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 

North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
Ogdensburg, NY 13669; fax, 1-866-314-7296;

e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.

Items must be received in the NCCoffice by the Thursday before publication.
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JEFFERSON
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DIOCESAN EVENTS
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OBITUARIES
Alexandria Bay – Thomas E. White, 73;
Memorial Services July 26, 2014 at St.
Cyril’s Church.

Altona - James "Jim" E. Fountain, 49; Fu-
neral Services July 10, 2014 at Holy
Angel's Church.

Belleville - Gilbert F. "Fred" Leviker, 72;
Funeral Services July 8, 2014 at the Car-
penter-Stoodley Funeral Home; burial in
Evergreen Cemetery, Henderson.

Carthage - RuthAnn (Hughes) Burton, 91;
Funeral Services July 8, 2014 at St. James
Church; burial in St. Francis Cemetery,
Harrisville.

Carthage – Mary A. (Pepe) Condino, 85;
Funeral Services July 11, 2014 at the
Bezanilla-McGraw Funeral Home; burial
in Old St. James Cemetery.

Champlain -Gerald G. Guay, 58; Funeral
Services July 8, 2014 at St. Mary's Church;
burial in St. Mary's Cemetery.

Champlain - Alfred H. Strack, 87; Funeral
Services July 5, 2014 at St. Mary's Church;
burial in parish cemetery.

Champlain - Ronald Tetreault, 80; Funeral
Services July 12, 2014 at St. Mary's
Church; burial in St. Mary's Cemetery.

Chateaugay - Anna Fern (Dougherty)
Healey, 89; Funeral Services July 7, 2014
at St. Patrick's Church; burial in North
Burke Cemetery, Burke.

Clayton - William "Bill" Turcotte, 69; Fu-
neral Services July 7, 2014 at St. Mary's
Church; burial St. Mary's Cemetery.

Colton - Blanch (Buffalo) Watson, 84; Fu-
neral Services July 9, 2014 at St. Patrick's
Church; burial in Chapel Hill Cemetery.

Cumberland Head - Russell J. Spink, 64;
Funeral Services July 3, 2014 at St. Mary's
of the Lake Church.

Elizabethtown - Malachy Thomas Hack-
ett, 61; Funeral Services July 19, 2014 at
St. Elizabeth's Church; burial in parish
cemetery.

Gouverneur - Oliver Johnson, 89; Funeral
Services July 8, 2014 at French Funeral
Home; burial in St. James Cemetery.

Hogansburg - Evelyn E. Bush, 72; Funeral
Services June 30, 2014 at St. Regis
Church; burial in St. Lawrence Cemetery,

Akwesasne.

Houseville - Patricia "Kay" (Rowell)
Zeosky, 79; Funeral Services July 4, 2014
at St. Hedwig's Church; burial in Turin
Cemetery.

Lake Placid - Edward H. Fitzgerald, 73; Fu-
neral Services July 7, 2014 at St. Agnes
Church; burial in St. Agnes Cemetery.

Lowville - Richard J. Vanyo; Funeral Serv-
ices July 3, 2014 at St. Peter's Church.

Lyon Mountain – Kenneth J. “Moose”
Gregory, 76; Funeral Services July 12,
2014 at St. Bernard’s Church; burial in
parish cemetery.

Malone - Lloyd "Paul" Brown, 82; Funeral
Services July 7, 2014 at Notre Dame
Church; burial in Notre Dame Cemetery.

Malone – Vivian E. (Pole) Gregware, 96;
Funeral Services July 14, 2014 at Notre
Dame Church; burial in St. Helen’s Ceme-
tery, Chasm Falls.

Massena – Priscilla J. (Degre) Barton, 68;
Memorial Services July 13, 2014 at the
Philips Memorial Home.

Massena - Corylene (Scott) Prescott, 87;
Funeral Services July 7, 2014 at Philips
Memorial Home; burial in St. Mary's
Cemetery, Waddington.

Massena - Jeremiah "Jerry" J. Scully, 50;
Funeral Services July 11, 2014 at Church
of the Sacred Heart; burial in Calvary
Cemetery.

Ogdensburg - Morgan J. Gagnon, 17; Fu-
neral Services July 2, 2014 at St. Mary's
Cathedral; burial in Foxwood Memorial
Park.

Plattsburgh - William Dubuque, 73; Fu-
neral Services July 2, 2014 at Our Lady of
Victory Church; burial in St. Peter's Ceme-
tery.

Plattsburgh - Daniel "Danny" Duquette,
53; Funeral Services July 2, 2014 at St.
Peter's Church.

Plattsburgh - Maybelle M. (Desautels)
Favero, 80; Funeral Services July 1, 2014
at St. Peter's Church; burial in parish
cemetery.

Plattsburgh - Thomas O. Graves, 65; Fu-
neral Services July 3, 2014 at St. John's
Church; burial in St. Peter's Cemetery.

Plattsburgh - Ruby (Dragoon) Matott, 93;
Funeral Services July 5, 2014 at St. Peter's
Church; burial in Whispering Maples Me-
morial Gardens.

Plattsburgh - Carolyn M. (Cashman)
Prickett, 47; Memorial Services July 12,
2014 at St. Peter's Church.

Plattsburgh - Dorothy M. (LaValley)
Rachkaitis, 101; Funeral Services July 7,
2014 at Our Lady of Victory Church; burial
in St. Peter's Cemetery.

Plattsburgh - Anne-Marie (Chartier)
Verville, 104; Funeral Services July 10,
2014 at St. Peter's Church; burial in St.
Peter's Cemetery.

Potsdam - Sharon Elizabeth (Caruso)
Mason, 75; Funeral Services July 9, 2014
at St. Mary's Church; burial in St. Mary's
Cemetery.

Redford – Nora M. (Farrell) Waldron, 85;
Funeral Services July 10, 2014 at Church
of the Assumption; burial in the parish
cemetery.

Sackets Harbor - John H. Cullerton, 89;
Funeral July 10, 2014 at St. Andrew's
church; burial in Lakeside Cemetery.

St. Regis Falls - Brenda L. (Wait) White,
63. Funeral Services July 11, 2014 at St.
Ann's Church.

Theresa - Avis M. Hoover, 94; Funeral
Services July 5, 2014 at St. Theresa Avilla
Church; burial in Oakwood Cemetery.

Ticonderoga - Virginia Margaret (Jones)
Donahue, 84; Funeral Services at St.
Mary's Church; burial in St. James R. C.
Church Cemetery of Setauket.

Ticonderoga - Funeral Services July 7,
2014 at the Wilcox & Regan Funeral
Home; burial in St. Mary's Parish ceme-
tery.

Watertown - Jane E. Deline, 91; Funeral
Services July 3, 2014 at D.L. Calarco Fu-
neral Home, Inc.; burial in Brookside
Cemetery.

Watertown - Antoinette S. (Padzieski)
Komar, 57; Memorial Services July 10,
2014 at the Hart & Bruce Funeral Home.

West Leyden - Theodore L. Weiler, 82; Fu-
neral Services July 3, 2014 at St. Mary's
Church; burial in St. Peter's and St. Paul's
Cemetery, Fish Creek.

The Pontifical Mission Societies of the
Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc.
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Sr. Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director

622 Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669
(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296
mbrett@rcdony.org

The Missionary Cooperation Plan comes to 
the east side of the Diocese of Ogdensburg

By Molly M. Ryan
Diocesan Mission Office

The Missionary Cooperation Plan (MCP) introduces each
parish to a real-life missionary who represents a mission
cause from very often, faraway places.  In doing so, it
serves as a preview for the celebration of World Mission
Sunday in October.  
It also makes the needs of the Missions more real and

more personal, as the faithful of the parish have an oppor-
tunity to relate to this visiting missionary in a way that
might otherwise be conveyed through a bulletin or pulpit
announcement.  Where there has been a success in a satis-
fying parish experience of participating in the Mission
Coop, the enthusiasm and response to Mission Appeals also
improves.  
The MCP is an opportunity for the faithful in a given

parish to meet face to face a missionary or mission repre-
sentative and to be educated about our mission vocation.
Hopefully parishioners will be animated about the needs of
the mission Church as they respond with prayers and mate-
rial help.  It is an invitation from the Holy Spirit to partici-
pate in the ongoing Pentecost.  This summer, 17 different
Missionary Societies will travel to the East side of the Dio-
cese of Ogdensburg and address parishes during the sched-
uled masses on the weekend.  These real-life missionaries
come from around the world and represent interests on
every continent and in more countries than possible to ac-
curately represent here in writing.  
Many of these Missionaries have been to the Diocese of

Ogdensburg before and can’t wait to come back again to see
our generous people, beautiful surroundings and experi-
ence the North Country.  One can imagine how awesome it
must be to leave a war-torn, famine filled, drought riddled
area in the summer and have the ability to see the beauty of
our Adirondacks, Lake Champlain or the St. Lawrence Val-
ley.  If you are at a parish this summer where a missionary
visitor is engaging the parish, you will be presented with a
wonderful opportunity.  As Faithful, we are encouraged to
meet and greet the Missionary visitor and to extend a per-
sonal word of welcome, as part of the mission experience to
them. The success of the program, both in terms of anima-
tion and cooperation, relies on a lot of people pitching in.
We in the Mission Office remain ever grateful for the sacri-
fices and prayers of the Diocese.  The Missionary Coopera-
tion Plan (MCP) continues to grow.  It is a program well
worth cultivating.   Please try to give generously to the Mis-
sionary Coop collection.  Look for an envelope in your
parish donor envelopes the weekend of July 26-27.  

Missionary
Cooperation
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Summertime, and the living
is... wonderful if you’re lucky
enough to call northern
New York home!
Spending July along

the St. Lawrence River,
next to one of our
lakes, in the Adiron-
dack Mountains or
along the foothills
makes it easy to forget
the long, cold, arduous
winter we all endured.
Along with the

beauty of our natural
surroundings, sum-
mers in our part of the
country always offer
other incentives to express
great thanks to God.

Many of our churches are
bulging with visitors.

Hundreds of our
teenagers are flocking
to Guggenheim.
And scores of our lit-

tle ones are captivated
at Vacation Bible
Schools from the east
side of the diocese to
the west.
During this particular

summer, we also a few
extra reasons to be es-
pecially grateful.
First of all, we are

thrilled to report that
the Bishop’s Fund not

only reached its goal but raised
more money than in any other

year since the appeal’s estab-
lishment in 1959. Hooray!
This wouldn’t have been pos-

sible without the hard work of
the bishop, the development
office and the pastors as well
as the extraordinary generosity
of Catholics throughout the
North Country.
It’s gratifying to know that

the important work of the dio-
cese will be funded AND we
can increase our Good Samari-
tan efforts for those in need.
This month has also offered

us a chance to welcome a new
parish in our midst. 
The four parishes which had

comprised the Malone Catholic
Parishes are now one – St.

Andre’ Bessette Parish, named
in honor of a saint near and
dear to many North Country
hearts.
From all reports, the St.

Andre’ Bessette Foundation
Day July 1 was an amazing
day. Any celebration that starts
as 24 people make a 9+ mile
"pilgrim walk" (from St. Helen's
in Chasm Falls into Malone)
and ends with a Eucharistic
procession through the village,
is certainly a day marked by in-
credible enthusiasm.
We’ll be enthusiastically shar-

ing the whole story in the next
issue of the NCC.
In the meantime, I’ll be on

the river!

Today, I would like to talk
about heroes – actually, super-
heroes. 
Recently, as I watched sev-

eral of the World Cup soccer
games, I noticed that the televi-
sion commentator would call
the man who scored the win-
ning goal as the hero for his
team.  I wanted to remind that
commentator that that fellow
made two or three mistakes
during the game.  However, I
realized that at the crucial mo-
ment, he scored the winning
goal and truly was the hero.
A few weeks ago, our Sunday

Catholic liturgy was the cele-
bration of the Feast Day of two
of the heroes of our Catholic
Church – St. Peter and St. Paul
who were truly, superheroes.
Jesus called St. Peter the rock
on which the Church would be
built; he was the leader and we
always think of him as our first
pope.  However, if he were with
us, St. Peter would be the first
to admit that he had his fail-
ings, failings that we can read
about in the Gospels.  At the
most crucial moment in Jesus’
life – as he was arrested and
crucified – Peter denied that he
even knew Jesus.  He didn’t
want any part of the Lord.  Yet,
Jesus would welcome him back
and give him the love and

grace that made him truly that
rock – that leader.
Then we have St. Paul –

again, a hero, the Church’s
greatest missionary who
brought the message of Jesus
to his world.  But, again, if Paul
was with us, he would be the
first to remind us that before
his conversion, he was a vi-
cious persecutor and punisher
of the early Christians.  Yet,
Jesus expressed his love and
confidence in Paul, leading him
through a magnificent conver-
sion experience through the
grace of God.  Paul became
convinced and found faith in
Jesus as his Lord and Savior.
He truly was that great mis-
sionary  who brought Jesus
and his message to so many.
Today, the story is about us.

Each and every one of us is
called to be a hero for Jesus.
The message for all of us as we
remember Peter and Paul is
that, with God’s grace, we can –
we must – be a hero for the

Church.  By your lives that re-
flect your faith and love in the
Lord, you will be saints – that
is, heroes – for our day.
I suspect that many of you

will tell me that you are not
worthy, you have your failings,
your sins.  I say turn and con-
sider St. Peter and St. Paul.
With the grace of God they be-
came saints and changed their
world. Despite their failings
they brought Jesus and his
love to their world.  So, with
God’s grace each of you can be-
come such saints, such heroes
for our Church.  With the guid-
ance and leadership of Jesus
we can meet the challenges to
truly be the heroes for our
Church today.  As we live our
lives patterned on that of
Jesus, we will transform this
world and lead many back to
the Lord.
Being a saint – being a hero –

sounds like an impossible task.
I think too many of you have
the idea that being a hero for
Jesus is all about piety and
hours of prayer.  My message
to you is that being a saint in
the Spirit of Jesus is about liv-
ing a good life, a life that re-
flects your faith and leads you
to reach out in love to all who
are in need.  I suspect you have
heard this definition of a saint:

“A saint is someone who does
ordinary things, extraordinar-
ily well.”  Being a saint is why
we are here on this earth.  It is
what life is all about.
There are some who will tell

me that they are too old to be
heroes, to be saints. (I know
some who think of being 30 as
old!)  I want to assure you that
there are many who have been
heroes for me, who have
touched my life and guided me
to be the person and priest
that I am,  and they have been
who most would consider
“very old.” 
Never consider yourself too

old to bring Jesus into the
world – to be saints – to be he-
roes.  I want to shout to those
of you who consider your-
selves “too old” to live like he-
roes – that our Church needs
you.  I know that there will be
many opportunities that the
Holy Spirit has for you to do
something wonderful to make
our world a better place, to
bring the love and peace of
Jesus to others.  
So, please don’t tell me, “I’m

no saint.”  My response will al-
ways be “Then you, better get
busy.”  This is the only reason
that you are here. This is what
life is all about – becoming a
saint, being a hero for Jesus.    
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EDITOR’S NOTE

Hazy (but not so lazy) days of summer
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YOUNG CATHOLIC VOICE

By Amanda Conklin
Contributing Writer

It is often difficult to focus during Mass with a
10 month old daughter. While I’ve grown accus-
tomed to the struggle of wrangling her little
squirmy body and simultaneously concentrating
on the Mass in prayer, it is still a very welcome
(and rare) blessing when I can have a moment of
silent reflection.

A small miracle occurred a few Sundays ago
when my daughter, Emma Therese sat quietly in
her car seat during the Consecration. 

For the first time in a long time, I was able to
bow my head, take a deep breath, and enter into
a short prayer. I could have prayed for a variety
of things in that moment, but as I knelt there
with my seven-month pregnant belly, what came
to me was entirely different than my usual
prayers.  

A beautiful, unexpected image began to form
in my busy mind. The timeline of Christ’s public
ministry and life in reverse started to play out.
The final loving act of Christ, giving up his body
for us, his children, came to view as the priest re-
peated those words: “This is my body, which will
be given up for you.” 

I looked down at my tired, growing baby belly
and remembered my labor with Emma and these
words echoed in my soul. 

As mothers, we do give up our pre-baby bodies
for our children. We ache and grow weary as our
pregnancy progresses, similar to Christ’s journey
to his cross. 

I have personally had to discipline myself with
both pregnancies as I developed gestational dia-
betes and had to give up most food that I love.

Sometimes to a pregnant woman, giving up
chocolate does feel akin to Christ’s journey to the
cross! 

We give of our bodies and in a way die to our-
selves (some feel as though they are actually

dying) as we labor to give birth. This is the first
thing we do for our children. 

Next, Christ’s ministry of teaching and loving
came to mind. 

After we give our bodies up for our children, it
is our mission as parents to teach our children,
and to ultimately get them to heaven. They are
only ours for a short time and we have been en-
trusted with them to care for their little souls. 

They primarily do not belong to us, but to
Christ. Just as Christ knew he would not be on
earth with his loved ones forever, so we know
one day we will not be with our children. 

That is why it is so important to guide them in
the faith while we are here. 

Not every moment as a mother is a beautiful
greeting card scene. There were moments when
even Christ had to be shaking his head as the
apostles asked some stupid questions. 

I try to remember that Christ encountered
those times when my daughter is pinching my
knee by closing the laptop on me or sticking her
foot in her own poop while I’m changing her. 

I’m sure there will be a time when my daughter
is a teenager and I am suddenly the number one
enemy. 

I will try to remember then that Christ’s own
friends and followers, people he taught with in
the synagogue, were the ones that condemned
him to death. 

From now on, I am going to try to reflect on
those words at the consecration: “this is my
body, which will be given up for you,” even if it
has to be done while Emma is crawling on me
like a jungle gym. 

What a beautiful gift we have been given in the
Eucharist. 

What a beautiful gift is motherhood. 

The Conklin family, Seth, Amanda and Emma Therese

Motherhood: reflection of Christ’s life CATHOLIC
NORTH COUNTRYNORTH COUNTRY
The Diocese of Ogdensburg Volume 69, Number 11

JULY 16, 2014

INSIDE
THIS  ISSUE
Diocesan census:
every Catholic will be
counted l PAGE 4

Pope offers abuse 
victims open ear, open
heart l PAGE 10

NATURAL
FAMILY 

PLANNING

Bishop’s Fund
raises record
amount

It’s Mission
Co-op time

NFP Week 
July 20-26

ST. ANDRE BESSETTE PARISH IS BORN

YOUNG CATHOLIC VOICE: Reflections on the gift of motherhood.... p. 16

Pope: Christians need Mary

FULL STORY, PAGE 3, 8-9

“Natural Family Planning: It’s worth
it!  Join the revolution!” is the
theme of this year’s Natural Family
Planning Awareness Week, a na-
tional educational campaign of the
United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops (USCCB) to cele-
brate God’s vision for marriage and
promote the methods of Natural
Family Planning. The dates of Natural
Family Planning Awareness Week are
July 20-26. The Diocesan NFP Office
joins with the U.S. bishops in highlight-
ing the benefits of natural family plan-
ning.  Also, Bishop LaValley
encourages couples to join the NFP
“revolution” in his Follow Me col-
umn this week.

PHOTO BY PAT HENDRICK
Bishop Terry R. LaValley accepted the offertory gifts from Pamela Leduc and  James Coughlin, the first trustees of Saint André
Bessette Parish in Malone, during the parish’s Foundation Day Mass July 1.  Deacon Brian Bashaw is shown at left. The Mass was
the highlight of a day long celebration as four Malone parishes were united to form the new St. Andre Bessette parish.  The day
opened with a morning “pilgrim walk “ from St. Helen's in Chasm Falls to Notre Dame Church for the liturgy. The Mass was fol-
lowed by a Eucharistic procession to St. John Bosco and then to St. Joseph's where there was an evening benediction and a re-
ception.  Full coverage of the Foundation Day celebration will appear in the July 30 issue of the NCC.

Parishes on the eastern side 

of the diocese will welcome 

missionaries to their pulpits

The 2013-2014 Bishop’s
Fund Appeal has raised the
most funds ever in its 55 year
history. 

As of June 30, 2014, the
Bishop’s Fund Appeal col-
lected $1,296,023.37 from
10,513 households across
the Diocese of Ogdensburg
and beyond. 

This total surpasses estab-
lished goal of $1,275,000
needed to fund diocesan
ministries.    

This year, all donations
that exceeded the goal will be
used to supplement the
Bishop’s Good Samaritan
Fund.

FULL STORY, PAGE 5

FULL STORY, PAGE 15

VATICAN CITY (CNS) - Pope Francis
told a group of young people
discerning a religious voca-
tion to never go it alone, but
always stay by their mother,
Mary. 

"A Christian without Our
Lady is an orphan. Also a
Christian without the church
is an orphan. A Christian
needs these two women, two

mothers, two virgins: the
church and Our Lady," he
said June 28.

The pope spoke off-the-
cuff to a group of young men
from the Diocese of Rome
during a brief moment of
prayer at the grotto of Our
Lady of Lourdes in the Vati-
can Gardens. 

The pope told the young

people that God had a voca-
tion in mind for everyone,
but that it was up to each
person to "look for it, find it
and then go on, keep going."

The best thing to do is al-
ways pray to Mary and keep
her close when one needs to
make a major life decision
like the choice of one's voca-
tion, he said.

A "test" to see if one is fol-
lowing the right Christian vo-
cation is to "ask yourself:
'How is my relationship with
these two mothers I have?
With the mother church and
the mother Mary?" Pope
Francis said. 

"This will do you good; do
not ever leave her and don't
go it alone," he said. 


